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Emperor Bahadur Shah was a poet. During the
heat of the Revolution he composed a Gazal.
Somr one asked him:
Dumdumaymen dam nahin khair mango
janki ‘
Ai  Zafar thandi hui shamsher
Hindusthanki.
"Now that, every moment, you are becoming
weaker, pray for your life (to the English) : for,
Oh Emperor, the sword of India is now broken
for ever" ; :
Ther is a tradition that the Emperor replied:
Thazionmen bu rahegi jabtalak imanki
Tabto Londontak chalegi teg Hindusthanki.
"As long as there remains the least trace of love
of faith in the hearts of our heroes, so long, the
sword of Hindusthan shall be sharp, and one
day shall flash even at the gates of London."

. o (Bfwgcca e4n0dedsngd)
Bahadur Shah Zafar

(1775- 1862)
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As soon as Bahadur Shah [T was proclaimed the
sovereign of India he held a Darbar at Delhi and a
|)r0(:l"f1mat:'i()n calling upon all, high and low, Hindus
and Muslims, to gather under the flag of Revolution.
Together Say the Proclamation-
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"To all Hindus and Mahomedans ! We, solely on
account of religious duty, have joined with the
people.Whoever shall, in these time, exhibit coward-
ice or crgdulously believe the promises of the English
impostors, will be very shortly put in shame and re-
ceive the reward for their fidelity to England which
the rulers of lucknow got. It is further necessary that
all, Hindus and Mahomedands, unite in this struggle
and following the instructions of some respectable
leaders, conduct themselves in such a way that good
rule may be maintained; the poorer classes kept con-
tented, and they themselves be exalted to rank and
dignity. Let all, as far as it is possible ,copy this proe-
lamation and fix it in some prominent place escaping
detection if prudence requires it, and strike a blow
with the sword before giving circulation to it !"
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* Man may come and man may go, But I go on for
ever. Lord Tennyson”
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Emperor's Wailings Over His Fate.

In his monents of distress be bewalied his unha-
~ ppy end in one of his one verses as follow:

"None of my friends drrived, when the time came.

Death is to be praised for he alone came in time. "’

"Inna Lillahu wa inna ilaihi rajeoon. "

An Irony of Fate

Behold the irony of Fate ! Such a great Emperor
could not after his death, received. even two yards of
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such land as was free from the possession and con-
trol, pfothers. To add to the injustice the Mussalmans
~were not allowed to offer prayaers at the grave, and
for along time they were not allowed to recite "Fateha"
thereat for acquring merit. The Emperos's vision has
also foreseen this cruel hand of fate. Among the colle-
ction of his Yangon verses this feeling is also to be
found;

"Who will come to sprinkle flowers

(on may grave)?"

"Who will come to light a candle?"

"Who will come to recite."

"This is the monument of that

unfortunate man myself."

Embarrassing Mind And Unhappy Crisis
The vital turning point of religions life of the
Emperorhad been the consecration, his selfto God, with
attention concentrated from earthly dominion to
Heavenly Kingdom.
Singing of himself, the Emperor lamented as fol-

lows:
i Neither the colowr, nor smell remained;
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nor the flowers maintained their original rich-
ness and glory. "’

"I am that remembrancer of the spring which
has been destroved by the cold hands of Autumn''
"This is the state of the garden at times cruel.
that 11{/’).1'.(:/;, was a flower once is now a thorn."
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cofederated troops of the Mahratta and Rohilcund chiefs, opened
the gates of Delhi to a British army, and restorec_i to the enjoyments of
sovereignty the blind and feeble representative of a once mighty
dynasty, in the person of the emperor Shah Alum, wh(? had long been
the sport of fortune, and, as it were, the foqt -ball of his powerful and
merciless enemies the Mahrattas. From this thrall the unhappy mon-
arch was relieved by the valour of British arms; but frqm that moment
his independent rule became a fiction, and his empire but a name.
From the 16th of October, 1803, when the final arrangemcpt was
concluded, by which the sightless descendant of the mqgmﬁcent
Timur placed himself and his dominions under the protection of the
East India Company, until the 11th of May, 1857, Delhi became merely.
the capital of a territory nominally governed by Mogul prince, bgt
practically, and in fact, under the supreme control pf a British resi-
dent, appointed by the governor- general in council. In !806, Shah
Alum escaped, by a peaceful death, from the cares of existence aqd
the mockery of state, and’was succeeded by his son Shah Akbe_r in
the kingly title; and in the enjoyment of royal honoun:s, tgut :«sull a
pensioner of the Company for the means to support l_ns dlgmty-a.n
annual grant of £100,000 being paid to lnm' as an equivalent for his
independence; out of which he was required to support the vast
retinue of relations and dependents collected within the walls of the
imperial residence, who altogether numbered some 12,000 persons.

Notwithstanding the degraded position to which this prince had sank .

as a mere pensioner on a commercial_com'pany, both Hindoos and
Mussulmans throughout the vast empire that had bo“./ed to the un-
disputed sway of his predecessors, still looked up to him as the only
representative of the ancient glories of India. Princes _stlll sought
from his hands the solemn and legal inve§nture of thc1.r statcs;‘he
bestowed robes of honour on the nativg chiefs upon their accession
to the musnud, as tokens of his 'suzelr_al.n.ty; and more tha!l once at-‘
tempted a similar assumption of superioirity upon tl}e appointment qi
a governor -general of the East India Company. Untl! the year 1827, it
is alleged,that the Company acquired no new .provmcc_wnhout for-
mally applying to the king of Delhi for his nqmmal sanction and_royal
firman to confirm their title. At length,'d_urmg the adn‘pmstratlon of
Lord Amherst , in 1827, this false position on both sides was cor-
rected , by taking from the powerless occupant of a sha_dowy t_hroue
this last vestige he possessed of ind'ependent sovereignty, in el):-
change for an increased pension of £'l 50,000. T (;
implied vassalage of the Company to the great padishah or ruleg' 0
India, was thrown aside as a troublesome fiction; and from that time

Shah Akber became utterly powerless beyond the walls of his palace, -

i iti istoric influences of a race of
except in regard to the traditional and h1§torlc in !
wl?i::ll,l he was still the living representative, anfi , a8 such, continued
to be looked up to by the descendants of the millions who had borne

allegiance to the house of Timur. ' . :
i Shah Akber reigned absolute within the walls of his domes-

'’

tic kingdom until his death in the year 1849, having for some time
previous endeavoured to procure the sanction of the governor- gen-
eral to his choice of a successor to the titular throne of Delhi, which
he desired should be occupied by one of his younger sons, thereby
setting aside the claims of the eldest-born. This arrangement was not
permitted by the Company; and, consequently, upon the death of the
Shah, his eldest son, Mirza Aboo Zuffur, became king, assuming the
title of Mahomed Suraj-oo-deen Shah Ghazee. This prince must have
been between sixty and seventy years of age upon his accession to
the throne, which he occupied until it was shattered into fragments
by his connection with the sepoy revolt of 1857.
From the accession of Suraj-oo-deen in 1849, until the month
of May, 1857, when the incidents occurred of which he ultimately
became the victim, the king resided in Oriental sectusion and barbaric
pomp within the boundaries of his palace, without exciting the notice
or awakening the jealousies of the stranger ract into whose hands
the staff of his imperial power had passed. On the morning of Mon-
day, the 11th of May, 1857, a party of mounted horsemen, soiled with
dust and blood, and reeking with the foam of hasty flight from the
massacre at Meerut, appeared beneath the walls of the palace, pro-
claiming that the rule of the Feringhee was at an end, and that
Hindoostan was again under the independent sovereignty of its na-
tive princes, of whom the king of Delhi was chief. After a short parley,
the troopers were, by the king’s order, admitted within the palace, and
announced to him that the whole of Hindoostan had risen to shake
off the yoke of the English; that Calcutta, their capital, and other chief
towns, were already in possession of the native army, which had
risen against their officers; and that it only required that his majesty
would unfurl the sacred standard of the Mohammedan empire, and
the whole of the warlike millions of India would rally round it, and re-
establish the independent throne of Timur by driving the English
intruders into the sea, or feeding the vultures with their carcasses.
During the conference, some troops of artillery, which had also de-
serted from Meerut the previous night, reached the city, and, entering
by the Calcutta gate near the palace, fired a royal salute in front of it.
This incident decided the wavering inclinations of the aged king; and
he consented to the demand of the troopers, whose numbers were
increased by the accession of the native regiments in cantonment
near Delhi. From that moment the sword of destruction was sus-
pended over the head of the king, and but a short time elapsed ere it
fell. Meanwhile, the soldiers exulting in their triumph over his scruples,
and feeling they had now a rallying-point under any emergency.
rushed from the presence of the infatuated monarch, to satiate their
thirst for blood by the massacre of such Europeans as fell into their
hands.

On Monday, the 11th of November, the Mogul standard was
raised over the éntrance to the palace, and Mahomed Suraj-oo-deen
was proclaimed emperor of Hindoostan and king of Delhi. A throne of
silver, which had been preserved in the royal treasury from the year




1843, was placed in the Dewan Khass, or Grand Hall of Audience; and
there the phantom monarch took his seat, to receive the homage of
his court and people. This ceremony over, the king, surrounded by
the paraphernalia of Oriental pomp, amidst the salutes of artillery, the
clangour of martial music, and the frantic acclamations of a tumultu-
ous multitude, issued from the gates of his palace in royal procession
~ through the streets of Delhi, to announce by his presence the as-
sumption of imperial power and the restoration of Mogul indepen-
dence. The cavalcade upon this occasion was led by the Prince Mirza
Mogul, one of his sons, whom he had appointed to the chief com-
mand of the army. Another son, the Prince Abu Bekr, rode at the head
of the body- guard of the aged simulator of imperial power, who pre-
sented himselfto the gaze of the excited populace in an open chariot;
his advanced years incapacitating him from any other mode of exhib-
iting himself. Surrounded by the members of his household, and thus
attended, the king slowly proceeded through the principal streets of
the city to the Jumma Musjid, where the standard of the prophet was
unfurled, and the empire of Hindoostan proclaimed. His majesty’s
~ commands were thereupon issued, that the shopkeepers and inhabit-
ants should immediately resume their ordinary avocations; and the
king returned to that palace which he was destined shortly after to
leave as a fugitive, and to reoccupy as a dethroned captive, whose
very existence depended upon the forbearance of his rashly pro-
voked and justly incensed enemies.

Upon the assumption of the actual sovereignty by Suraj-
oo-deen, his first act was to appoint the necessary authorities for the
government of the city, within which military guards were posted.
The walls were strengthened and  the gates secured; a number of
guns were brought from the magazine and placed upon the ramparts
and bastions; and native gunners were appointed to the park of artil-
lery in Selimghur, the fort attached to the palace. The mutinous troops
of the Bengal army chiefly bent their steps in the direction of Delhi;
and the native force in and round the city soon became formidable. A
camp of 7,000 men was collected, and stationed for the protection of
the palace; the pay of the troops was augmented; and rewards were
offered for the discovery of any Europeans, or of natives connected
with them, that they might be put to death. The treasury belonging to
the Company, which contained at the time many lacs of rupees, was
removed to the palace, to gnable the king to reward the troops.

A native eye- witness of the occurrences at Delhi on the

[1th and 12th of May, in a narrative addressed to the vakeel of a
Rajpoot chief, says- “Yesterday morning (the 11th of May), some
regular cavalry arriving from Meerut, seized the bridge on the Jumna,

killed the toll- keeper, and robbed the till. Leaving a guard at the -

bridge, they proceeded to the Salempoor Chowkee, where they found
an English gentleman, whom they killed, and set fire to his house.
Then going under the Delhi king’s palace, outside the city wall, they
made proposals to the king, who told them that was no place for thera,
but to go ik the city. Having entered the Calcutta gate, it was

closed. They were preceded, on their first arrival, by ten or twelve
troopers, who, on entering the Rajghat gate of the city, assured ev-
erybody that they had come, not to trouble or injure the city people in
any way, but only to kill the European gentlemen, of whom they had
resolved to leave none alive. About ten at night, two pultuns (troops
of artillery) arrived from Meerut, and fired a royal salute of twenty-
one guns. The next day , about three in the afternoon, the empire was
proclaimed under the king of Delhi, and the imperial flag hoisted at
the Khotwallee (chief police- station). The king’s chief police officer
arrived, and with him all the mutineers, horse and foot, and killed all
the Europeans they met or could find. The old chief of police fled; the
mace-bearers stood aloof.”

W he king's sons are made officers to the royal army: thousands of
pity for the poor luxurious princes, who are sometimes compelled to
o out of the door of the city in the heat of the sun, with their hearts
palpitating from the firing of muskets and guns. Unfortunately they
QO not know how to command an army; and the forces laugh at their
imperfections, and abuse them for their bad arrangements. The king
sends sweetmeats for the troops in the field, and the guards at the
door of the city plunder it like the property of an enemy.”

A At length, on the 8th of June, 1857, an English force, num-
bering altogether about 3,000 men, under the command of Major-
general Sir Henry W.Barnard, after a sharp confict with a portion of
the rebel army, which vainly attempted to arrest its progress, suc-
ceeded in taking up a position upon an elevated ridge about a mile
from the city, which it commanded. From that moment the doom of the
rebel capital, though for a time deferred, was felt to be inevitable.

The royal troops of Delhi had now other occupation found
for.them besides eating the king’s sweetmeats; but , according to a |
native account, however valiantly they acquitted themselves behind
walls and loopholed buildings, they had little stomach for fighting in

. the open field. The native writer of a diary kept the first few weeks of

the.siege, says- “The bravery of the royal troops deserves every
praise: they are very clever indeed. When they wish to leave the field
of battle; after shooting down many Feringhees, they tie a piece of
ragon their leg, and pretend to have been wounded, and so come into
the.clty lame and groaning, accompanied by many of their friends to
assist them along.” The same writer also says- “The shells have de-
st.royed lots of houses in the city; and in the fort, the marble of the
king’s private hall is broken to pieces. His majesty is very much alarmed
when a shell bursts in the fort, and the princes show him the pieces.

- Many of the royal family have left the palace through fear.” Again, on

the 22nd of July, the same writer says- “The other day the king sent
for the Subahdar Bahadoor, who commands the troops in the fort
and desired him either to remove him out of the fort, or do something’
to stop thc? British shelling, which was very destructive. The subahdar
begged his majesty to remain in the fort another day, and during that
time he assured him he would devise means to put a stop to the
annoyance.” It is needless to say the subahdar did not !&eep his word.



At length, on the 18th of September, it was reported to Ma-
jor-general Wilson, by spies from the city, that the king, with his sons,
the three royal regiments, and some other corps of native infantry,
and troopers of the light cavalry, had secured themselves in the pal-
ace, and were determined to resist to the last man: but almost immedi-
ately upon this announcement, indications of a design to evacuate
the palace were apparent; and, during the night of the 19th, the king
and princes, with their women and attendants, accompanied by a
considerable number of the troops, retired from the royal residence to
seek a temporary refuge near the palace of the Cootub Minar, about
nine miles from the city, whither, on the following day, they were
pursued-and captured by Captain Hodson and a party of fifty of his
irregular horse. The incidents of the oceurrence are thus described in
a letter to the brother of Captain Hodson, by an officer intimately
acquainted with the operations of that distinguished commander, and
who had the details at the time from the lips of himself and other eye-
witnesses .of the facts related. This officer, after some preliminary
remarks as to former meritorious services of Captain Hodson, says -
“On our taking possession of the city gate, reports came in that thou-

sands of the enemy were evacuating the city by the other gates, and
that the king , also, had left his palace. We fought our way inch by
inch to the palace walls, and then found truly enough that its vast
arena was void. The very day after we took possession of the palace
(the 20th), Captain Hodson received information, that the king and
his family had gone, with a large force, out of the Ajmere gate to the
Cootub. He immediately reported this to the general commanding,
and asked whether he did not intend to send a detachment in pursuit,
as, with the king at liberty and heading so large a force, our victory
was next to useless, and we might be the besieged instead of besieg-
ers, General Wilson replied that he could not spare a single European.
He then volunteered to lead a party of the irregulars; but this offer
was also refused, though backed up by Neville Chamberlain,
“During this time messengers were coming in constantly;
and, among the rest, one from Zeenat Mahal (the favourite begum),
with an offer to use her influence with the king to surrender on certain
conditions. These conditions at first were ludicrous enough-viz., that
the king and the whole of the males of his family should be restored to
his palace and honours; that not only should his pension be contin-
ued, but the arrears since May be paid up, with several other equally
modest demands. I need not say'these were treated with contemptu-
ous denial. Negotiations, however, were vigorously carried on; and
care was taken to spread reports of an advance in force to the Cootub.
Every report s it came in was taken to General Wilson, who at last
gave orders to Captain Hodson to promise the king’s life and freedom
from personal indignity, and make what other terms he could. Captain
IHodson then started with only fifty of his own men for Humayun's
tomb. three miles from the Cootub, where the king had come during
the day. The risk was such as no one can judge of who has notseen
the Food, amid tha als ~uins ssattered about of what was ones the fonl

city of Delhi. He concealed himself and men in some old buildings
close by the gateway of the tomb, and sent in his two emissaries to
Zeenat Mahal with the ultimatum- the king’s life and that of her son
and father (the latter has since: died). After two hours passed by
Captain Hodson in most trying suspense, such as (he says) he never
spent before, while waiting the decision, his emissaries (one an old
favourite of poor Sir Henry Lawrence)came out with the last offer-
namely, that the king would deliver himself up to Captain Hodson
only, and on condition that he repeated with his own lips the promise
of the government for his safety. Captain Hodson then went out into
the middle of the road in front of the gateway, and said that he was
ready to receive his captives and renew the promise. You may picture
to yourself the scene before that magnificent gateway, with the milk
white domes of the tomb towering up from within-one white man
among a host of natives)yet determined to secure his prisoner or
perish in the attempt. :

“Soon a procession began to come slowly out; first Zeenat
Mabhal, in one of the close native conveyances used for women . Her
name was announced as she passed, by the Moulvie. Then came the
king in a palkee, on which Captain Hodson rode forward and de-
manded his arms. Before giving them up, the king asked whether he
was ‘Hodson Bahadoor,” andif he would repeat the promise made by
the herald? Captain Hodson answered that he would, and repeated
that the government had been graciously pleased to promise him his
li_fe, and that of Zeenat Mahal's son, on condition of his yielding
himself prisoner quietly; adding very emphatically, that if any attempt
was made at a rescue, he would shoot the king down on the spot like
a dog. The old man then gave up his arms, which Captain Hodson
handed to his orderly, still keeping his own sword drawn in his hand.
The same ceremony was then gone through with the boy (Jumma
Bukht), and the march towards the city began-the longest five miles,
as Captain Hodson said, that he ever rode; for, of course, the palkees
only went at a foot pace, with his handful of men around them,
followed by thousands, any one of whom could have shot him down
in a moment. His orderly told me that it was wonderful to see th
influence which his calm and undaunted look had on the crowd. They
seemed perfectly paralysed at the fact of one white man (for they
thought nothing of his fifty black sowars) carrying off their king
alone. Gradually , as they approached the city, the crowd slunk away,
and very few followed up to the Lahore gate. Then Captain H. rode;
on a few paces, and ordered the gate to be opened. The officer on
duty asked simply, as he passed, what he had got in his palkees.
‘Onl'y the king of Delhi,” was the answer; on which the officer’s en-
thusiastic exclamation was more emphatic than becomes ears polite.
The guard were for turning out to greet him with a cheer, and could
only be repressed on being told that the king would take the honour
to himself. They passed up that magnificent deserted street to the
palace gate, where Captain Hodson met the<ivil officer (Mr.Saunders),
and formally delivered over his royal prisoners to him. His remark was
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amusing: ‘By Jove! Hodson, they ought to make you commander-in-
chief for this.’

“On proceeding to the general’s quarters to report his suc-
cessful return , and hand over the royal arms, he was received with
the characteristic speech, ‘Well, I’'m glad you have got him; but I
never expected to see either him or you again!” while the other offic-
ers in the room were loud in their congratulations and applause. He
was requested to select for himself from the royal arms what he chose;
and has, therefore, two magnificent swords, one with the name of
‘Nadir Shah,” and the other the seal of Jehangeer engraved upon it,
which he intends to present to the Queen. ,

“On the following day he captured three of the princes. I am
anxious you should fully understand that your brother was bound by
orders from the general to spare the king's life, much against his own
will; and that the capture was on his own risk and responsibility, but
not the pledge.”

Upon the arrival of the cavalcade at the palace, the king,
with his favourite begum, Zeenat Mahal, and her son, a youth of
seventeen, were conducted by Mr. Saunders to a small building in
one of the courts of the imperial residence, where, under a proper
guard, they remained, with about half-a-dozen attendants, until their
final destiny was decided upon. _

A letter from the palace, dated the 24th of September, de-

scribes a visit to the dethroned and captive majesty of Delhi in the
following terms: - “The day after the King was caught, I went to see
him with two or three officers. He was in a house in a street called the
Lall Kooa-street -i.e., the Red Wall-street. He was lying on a bed with
cushions, &c., a man fanning him, and two or three servants about.
He is, and looks very old, being very much wasted; has a very hooked
nose, and short white beard, and is by no means regal looking. He
seemed in a great fright, and apparently thought we had come to
insult him; so we merely looked at him and came away.” Another
correspondent writes- “We have seen the king and royal family; they
are in ruinous little rooms in one of the gates of the palace. The old
king looks very frail, and has a blank, fixed eye, as of one on whom !ife
is fast closing. He certainly is too old to be responsible for anything
that has been done.”

An officer who, in his tour of duty, had charge of the royal
prisoner, writes thus:- “ I was on guard over the king and his wives
and concubines on the 24th and 25th, and was obliged to be much on
the alert to prevent rescue or attempts at escape. I was ordered.to
shoot him if things came to the last extremity. Yesterday I handed him
over to a guard of the 60th rifles, and was exceedingly glad to be
relieved of so responsible a position.”

The requirements of justice had now to be satisfied by the
punishment of the royal traitor and his rebellious sons; the latter
having also taken an active part in the eatly massacres at the palace
and the Khotwallee. The king himself was reserved, on the ground of
his advanced age (eighty - five), for the more formal and deliberate
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procedure of a military commission; but for his principal agents in the
dire work of rebellion and murder, no unnecessary delay was allowed
to interpose, and their fate was as promptly decided as the severity of
it was merited. Two of his sons and a grandson had already paid the
penalty of their crimes by death, at the hands of Captain Hodson; and
shortly afterwards, two others of the princes were captured, and,
after being tried by a military tribunal, were also shot.

On the10th of October, a message was transmitted from the
governor-general in council to General Wilson, from which the fol-
lowing is an extract: - “If, as has been reported to the governor-
general in council, the king of Delhi has received from any British
officer a promise that his life will be spared, you are desired to send
him to Allahabad, under an escort, as soon as that can be safely done.
The escort must be strong enough to resist all attempts at a rescue,
and must consist, in part , of some European infantry and cavalry,
with field guns, Any member of the king’s family who is included in
the promise, is to be sent with the king. You will appoint one or two
officers specially to take charge of the king, who is to be exposed to

-no indignity or needless hardship. If no promise of his life has been

given to the king, he is to be brought to trial under Act 14, of 1857.
The special commissioners appointed for this purpose are,
Mr.Montgomery, judicial commissioner of the Punjab; Mr.C.G. Barnes,
commissioner of the Cis-Sutlej states; and Major Lake, commissioner
of the Trans-Sutlej states. You will summon these officers at once to
Delhi, in the event of a trial of the king taking place. Mr.C.B. Sauners
will act as prosecutor, will collect the evidence, and frame the charges.
Should the king be found guilty, the sentence is to be carried out
without further reference to the governor-general in council.”

Shortly before the arrival of these instructions at. Delhi,
Major-general Wilson had resigned the command of the army on
account of failing health, and was succeeded by Major-general Penny,
who, on the 22nd of the month, wrote thus to the secretary of the
government:- “Your message to Major-general Wilson, now sick at
Mussoorie, has been sent to him to explain under what conditions
the king’s life was promised him.* The king, agreeably to instruc-
tions, will be sent to the fort at Allahabad as soon as the road shall be
freely opened; but that cannot be immediately.”

Some time elapsed before any active measures were adopted
with regard to the future destiny of the royal captive; but at length,
after a number of the chief actors in the tragedy at Delhi had expiated
their crimes by an ignominious death upon the scaffold, the period
arrived when it became expedient to determine the course to be pur-
sued with Mahomed Suraj-oo-deen, who still retained his kingly style,
though a prisoner in an out -building of his own palace. The capture
of the king was effected on the 21st of September; but it was not until
the month of January, 1858, that the commission under which he was
put upon his trial was made public: at the same time, the charges
preferred against him were declared to be as follows:-

“Ist. For that he, being a pensioner of the British govern-




ment in India, did, at Delhi, at various times between the 10th of May
and the 1st of October, 1857, encourage, aid, and abet Mahomed
Bukht Khan, subahdar of the regiment of artillery, and divers others
non-commissioned officers unknown, of the East India Company’s
army, in the crimes of mutiny and rebellion against the state.

“2nd. For having, at Delhi , at various times between the
10th of May and the 1st of October,1857,encouraged, aided, and abqt-
ted Mirza Mogul, his own son, a subject of the British government in
India, and divers other unknown inhabitants of Delhi and of the North-
Western Provinces of India, also subjects of the said British govern-
ment, to rebel and wage war against the state. :

“3rd.For that he, being a subject of the British government -

in India, and not regarding the duty of his allegiance, did, at Delhi, on
the 11th of May,1857,or thereabouts, as a false traitor again;t the
state, proclaim and declare himself the reigning king and sovereign of
India, and did then and there traitorously seize and take unlawful
possession of the city of Delhi; and did, moreover, at various times
- between the 10th of May and the 1st of October, 1857,as such false
traitor aforesaid, treasonably conspire, consult, and agree with Mirza
Mogul his son, and with Mahomed Bukht Khan, subahdar of .the
regiment of artillery, and divers other false traitors upknown, to raise,
levy, and make insurrection, rebellion, and war against the state; gnd
further to fulfil and perfect his treasonable design of overthrowing
and destroying the British government in India, did assemble armed
forces at Delhi, and send them forth to fight and wage war against the
said Britsh government.
“4th, For that he, at Delhi, on the 16th of May, 1857, or
thereabouts, did within the precincts of the palace at Delhi, feloni-
ously cause and become accessory to the murder of forty-nine per-
sons, chiefly women and children, of European and mixed European
descent; and did, moreover, between the 10th of May and tht? 1st of
October, 1857, encourage and abet divers soldiers and others in mur-
dering European officers and other English subjects, including women
and children, both by giving and promising such murderers service,
advancement, and distinction; and further, that he issued orders to
different native rulers having local authority in India, to slay and
murder Christians and English people whenever and wherever found
in their territories - the whole or any part bf such conduct being a
heinous offence under the provision of Act 16, of 1857, of the legisla-
tive council of India.- FREDERICK I. HARRIOTT, Major,

“Jan.5th, 1858. Deputy Judge-Advocate-general, Govern-
ment Prosecutor.”

The trial of the ex-king.of Delhi at length commenced on
Wednesday, the 27th of January, in the Dewan Khass of the palace;
the court being composed of the following officers: - Colonel Dawes,
horse artillery, president (in room of Brigadier Showers, a!aout to lea-ve
the station); members - Major Palmer,H.M.’s 60th rifles; Major

edmond, H.M’s 61st regiment; Major Sawyers, H.M.’s .6th
carabineers, and Captain Rothney, 4th Seik infantry. Major Harriott,

-

deputy judge-advocate-general , government prosecutor; and
Mr.James Murphy, interpreter to the court. The trial was to have com-
menced at 110’clock A.M.; but owing to delays, caused by the sud-
den change in the constitution of the court, in consequence of Briga-
dier Showers’ approaching departure, it was half -past twelve before
the prisoner was brought in, although he was in attendance, sitting
on a palanquin outside, under a guard of rifles, at the appointed hour.
He appeared very infirm, and tottered into court, supported on one
side by Jumma Bukht (his youngest son), and on the other by a
confidential servant, and coiled himself up on a cushion on the left of
the president, and to the right of the government prosecutor; Jumma
Bukht standing a few yards to his left, and a guard of rifles being
drawn up beyond all.

The proceedings commenced by the members of the court,
the prosecutor, and interpreter taking the customary oaths. The pros-
ecutor then read the charges against the prisoner, and proceeded to
address o the .court . i@ a . clear, . concise:. |,
explanatory manner, observing, that although the prisoner might be
fully convicted by the court, no capital sentence could be passed
upon him, in consequence of his life having been guaranteed by
General Wilson, in a promise conveyed through Captain Hodson.

The prosecutor then put the question, through the inter-
preter, “guilty or not guilty?” which the prisoner either did not, or
affected not to understand; and there was some difficulty in explain-
ing it to him. He then declared himself profoundly ignorant of the
nature of the charges against him, although a translated copy of them
was furnished and read to him, in the presence of witnesses, some
twenty days previous. After some more delay, the prisoner pleaded
not guilty,” and the business of the court proceeded. A number of
documents, of various descriptions, and of greater or lesser impor-
tance, were then read by the prosecutor; these had been translated
into English, and consisted chiefly of petitions from all classes of
natives to the “Shelter of the World:” they were very curious, some
complaining of outrages committed by the sowars and sepoys in the
city and suburbs, others bringing forward the delinquencies of his
ex-majesty’s offspring, who were accused of extorting money and
property of all descriptions from the people. Others referred to the
appointment of officers to the rebel army, and the disposal of liquor
found in the magazine, but not whispered in Mohammedan circles;
while some related to more important matters connected with the
“pew reign”- one and all concluding with a prayer that such reign
sﬁould be as long as the world lasted. Most of these “state papers”

re the autograph orders and signature of the prisoner, written in
pencil at the top, and were sworn to by competent witnesses, thereby
affording conclusive proof of the active part taken by him in the
rebellion,

The court was occupied the remainder of the day with these
documents, during the reading of which the prisoner appeared to be

idozing, or contemplating his son, who presented much the appear-
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ance of a Massalchee, as he stood by, occasionally laughing and
conversing with the attendant. Neither one nor the other appeared to
be much affected by their position} but, on the contrary, §eemed to
look upon the affair as one of the necessities of thelr destiny. _

+ On the second day, the military commission re§u1ped its sit-
ting at 11 o’ clock A.M. The court was mainly_ occupied in llstqnlng to
petitions relating to occurrences of small importance, qurmg the
prisoner’s brief reign; of most of which he pleadqd entire ignorance,
denied the signatures, and endeavoured, by voice and gesture, to
impress the court with an idea of his innocence. Each paper, as it was
read, was shown to the prisoner’s vakeel; and thus the business of
the court proceeded up to about 1 o’clock P.M., when a document,,
translated into English, was read- apparently a remonstrance from
one Nubbee Bux Khan to the prisoner, urging him to reject the re-
quest of the army for permission to massacre the Eurppean women
and children confined in the palace. The writer subm.ltt'ed that such
massacre would be contrary to the Mohammedan rehg}on and law;
and stated that unless the army could procure a futwa, it should not
be put into execution. This document the government prosecutor
informed the court, was the only one among the heap before him in
which the spirit of merey and kindness to Europeans could be t.mced;
and it was remarkable, that it was one of the very few upon which the
prisoner had not entered some remarks. Soon after the above-mcn-
tioned paper had been read, the prisoner, who had been for some .tl me
reclining in a lethargic state, commenced to groan :{md to complain of

feeling unwell; remonstrated with, through the mterprs:ter, but he
begged to be allowed to leave; anfi,'at half- past one o .clock, the
president adjourned the court until 11A.M. on the 29t'h instant.
The trial of the ex-king commenced, on the t_hlrd day, at t.he
appointed hour. The prisoner was brought into court in'a palanquin,
attended by his vakeel, Abbes, and two servants; Jt_Jmma Bukht hav-
ing received a hint to remain in confinement , owing to the manner
assumed by him during the first day’s trial. Up to half-past twe_lve the
court was occupied in having read to the prisoner the vernacifiar of
the translations read to the court the day previous; a process not
very interesting to the court, and appz.lrently.of little moment t'0~the
prisoner, who, coiled up easily upon his cushlqll, appeared lo_st in the
land of dreams; and except when anything particular struck him, con-

tinued unmindful of what was passing around. Occasionally, how-

ever, when a particular passage was read from any of the documents,

the dull eye might be seen to light up, and the bowed head would be,,

raised to catch every word. .
The examination of the king’s vakeel, Gholam Abbas, then

commenced. The evidence he gave principally related to the events™

which occurred on the 11th of May, as he himself was in company
with the king, and witness to all that occurred on that date. He de-
scribed the first appearance of the mutineers of the 3rd cavalry under
the windows of the king's private apartments. He stated }hgt these
men clamoured loudly for an audience with the king, exclaiming that

they wished him to put himself at their head. The king then went to
the Dewan Khass, and, on arriving there, he heard the firing of mus-
ketry, and inquire the cause, which afterwards proved to be two com-
panies of sepoys firing a sort of feu de joie into the air. The king
hearing this, sent for the native officers to inquire the origin of the
disturbance; when he was informed that, consequent on the outrage
committed by the government on their caste, by the issue of car-
tridges greased with the fat of pigs and cows, they had slaughtered
all Europeans at Meerut, and came to him for the protection of their
lives. The king used all his endeavours to prevent their entry into the
palace, and dispatched some attendants to tell Captain Douglas to
seek protection in his own private apartments, and take whatever
precautions he chose; also giving instructions for all the gates of the
palace to be closed. Captain Douglas, however, obstinately persisted
in going to speak to the cavalry mutineers in spite of all the entreaties
of the king, who even went so far as to hold his hand. The captain
then, being threatened, returned to his apartments. The commis-
sioner was seen coming down the steps, accompained by Azeen
Abdoolah (believed to have been the king’s doctor), with an undrawn
sword in his hand. The king, seeing things assume a desperate as-
pect, became alarmed for the safety of all the Europeans in the palace,
and forthwith, therefore, dispatched servants to inform them of their
danger, with two palkees for the conveyance of the ladies, viz.; Miss
Jennings and Miss Clifford (no other lady being known to be in the
palace), to convey them by a circuitous route, via" the palace gar-
dens, to the king’s zenana, with a view to their being secreted; but,
unfortunately, the gentlemen persisting in bearing them company,
the party became so conspicuous, that, as before stated, the muti-
neers who entered the palace became cognizant of their presence,
and forthwith pursuing them for some little distance, put an end to
their existence. The king at that time was sufficiently well to walk
without assistance, further than that of a stick, and this accounted for
his having proceeded alone as far as he did. The Sepoys were evi-
dently annoyed at the king’s willingness to adhere to the British

.dominion, and expressed great disgust at his partisanship with the

English. They threatened his life should he not accede to all their
requests; as he being the principal descendant of the house of Timur,
and king of all India, was bound to protect and cherish his faithful
subjects. A letter was then handed to Major Harriott,from Brigadier
Longfield, in which he stated that, having been appointed president
of the commission for the trial of the king, he requested to know at

‘what time the court assembled. The court then adjourned. A request
- was made during the proceedings, by Bahadoor Shah, to be allowed

to smoke his hookah; and permission was granted.

The trial opened at the usual hour on the fourth day, and
proceedings commenced with a continuation of the examination of’
Gholam Abbas, the prisoner’s vakeel. The witness being one of the
non mi recordo class, determined to know nothing that could, by
recital, criminate the prisoners, his family, himself, or-any one con-




nected with the palace; and this soon became so apparent, that he
was twice or thrice reminded, through the interpreter, that he was
giving his evidence upon oath. Nothing, however, was elicited fro_m
him, and he was permitted to resume his office of vakeel to the pris-
oner, after being subjected to a rigid cross- examina.ti.on by the gov-
ernment prosecutor, who then proposed that the petitions qf the late
rajah of bullubgurh, which were translated and read at the trial of that
rebel, should be accepted as evidence; which being agreed to, he
proceeded to read to the court the English translations; and, on these
being corcluded, the interpreter read the origipals for the benefit of
the prisoner, who up to this time had been sleeping. ﬂe was awoke for
the purpose, and appeared to listen attentively, making some rerqark
at the conclusion of each, and indicating by signs during the reading,
that he knew nothing whatever about them.He appeared in much
better health and humour than any of the previous days, and laughed
in great spirits as each successive paper was taken up to be read, as
if quite amused at there being so many.

" Up to nearly half-past one 0’ clock on the fifth day, the court
was occupied in reading documents in the vernacular; but when
these had been disposed of, the translations of the military papers
were read, and afforded considerable amusement to the court. These
consisted chiefly of petitions, upon various subjects, from “The Lord
Sahib, Mirza Mogul, emmander-in-chief of the royal army,” Bukht
Khan Bahadoor, and other traitors. In some, the helpless state of the
“infidels™ was set forth in the most glowing terms, pointing out how,
with very slight assistance and delay, they would be sent (o a place
even Mohammedan murders are never t0 see; others pointing out
how certain districts had been brought under the “royal rule,” and
treasure obtained by the revolt of those whose duty it was to guard
its safety; while all were full of hatred to the “infidels,” apd unbounded
love for the king. To most of these documents the prisoner’s auto-
graph orders and signature in pencil had been attached.

The sixth day’s trial commenced at 11 AM. of the 2_nq of
February. The early part of the day was occupigd in reqding onglpal
documents relating to military matters, the English versions of which
were read the day previous: at the conclusion of which, the transla-
tion of a letter. dated the 24th of March, addressed to the late Mr.(_lolvm,
lieutenant- governor, North-West Provinces, was read, disclos_mg t.he
fact, that as far back as a year and a-half previous, secret emissaries
were sent by the king of Delhi to Persia, through the agency of one
Mahomed Hussun Uskeeree, the object of which was evnden.tly to
obtain assistance to complete the overthrow of British power in In-

dia. The perusal of the letter, which bore both the Delhi and Agra |

post-mark, excited considerable sensation in court, anfl led to a se-
vere cross-examination, by the judge-advocate, of Ehasainoolla Khan,
the prisoner’s hakeem, whose evidence partly corroborated the fact
of the emissaries having been sent. The witness further stated, that
Hussun Uskeeree was not unknown to him; that he was supposed to
possess the ar of foretelling events, interpreting dreams, &g, and

that one of the prisoner’s daughters, named Nawaub Baigam, had
become a disciple of his, and was supposed to be his mistress. There
was, however, a decided disinclination, on the part of the hakeem, to
implicate the prisoner, the witness always endeavouring to absolve
him from all knowledge of, or participation in, the acts deposed to. In
oneé or two instances this was so apparent as to create a smile. When
questioned as to the feeling displayed by the native inhabitants of
Delhi regarding the war between England and Persia, the witness
replied that the feeling was scarcely perceptible, but that it was in
favour of the British; the Persians being Sheeahs, and the Moham-
medans of Persia Soonnees. He further stated, that the Persian proc-
lamation posted at the Jumma Musjid created little or no sensation,
and that its genuineness was doubted. He said that the war between
England and Persia was not the subject of conversion among the
Mohammedans of Delhi, and that the prisoner had never thentioned
it. The whole of his evidence tended to implicate, to a considerable
extent, the Shah of Persia; and to lead the court to believe that the
prisoner was entirely innocent of any complicity in the intrigues that
were going on,

On the seventh day, the court commenced proceedings by
the exaiination, through the interpreter, of a person named Jutmull,
formerly news-writer to the lieutenant-governor at Agra. His evidence
was most important; and, notwithstanding an apparent desire to crimi-
nate the prisoner as little as possible, was most damaging to the royal
cause. The witness corroborated the statement regarding the emis-
saries from the prisoner to Persia, about the time the Persians ad-
vanced upon Heart; the time corresponding with that given by the
hakeem the day previous. He also mentioned the firm belief of many
in the powers possessed by Hussun Uskeeree, and related a remark-
able dream of the prophet shortly before the mission left Delhi for
Persia. It was thus related. Hussun Uskeeree saw a mighty black
storm coming from the west, accompanied by a great rush of water,
which increased to such an extent, that the whole country was over-
whelmed. In the midst of this storm was the prisoner( the ex-king of
Delhi ), seated on a charpoy, borne up by the waters, and supported
safely till the flood subsided! This vision was, as a matter of course,
turned to account, and interpreted accordingly. The storm from the
westward was Persia. The overwhelming waves swept away all traces
of British rule, and the “infidels” with them; and the mighty monarch,
the ex-king of Delhi, having weathered the storm, was permitted to
return to all his former state and dignity as the Great Mogul! During
the recital of this dream, and of the powers possessed by Hussun
Uskeeree, the prisoner, as though affected by some galvanic agency,
suddenly started up, and declared that he firmly believed in all that
had been stated respecting the wonderful powers of Hussun Uskeeree.
It further appeared from the evidence of Jutmull, that the gifted slave,
Hussun Uskeereem, had, with the most unparalleled devotion, cut off

o less than twenty years from his own valuable life, for the purpose

of prolonging, by that period, the life of his master. p
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The witness Jutmull then entered into particulars concern-
ing the murders committed in the palace, describing the manner in
which Mr.Fraser, Captain Douglas, and other Europeans, were butch-
ered -atrocities in which, if the prisoner took no active part, he was
perfectly cognizant of, notwithstanding the manifest exertions on the
part of the native witness to prove the contrary. .

On the eighth day, the evidence of Jutmull, the news-writer,
was continued. What was elicited from him related chiefly to the
massacre of the European prisoners of all classes and ages, on the
16th of May; and confirmed all before reported concerning the cold-
blooded atrocities committed absolutely under the prisoner’s own
apartments' in the palace. The canal water, which ran through 'the
place of execution, was, it appears, used for the purpose of _washmg
away all traces of the body deed. Captain Forrest, commissary of
ordnance, was then called in, and examined until 4 P.M., when the
court adjoured. .

On resuming proceedings upon the ninth day, Captain
Forrest’s examanation was continued, and the court was occupied in
recording an account of the incidents of the 11th of May, up to the

' hour when the magazine was exploded.

Mukhun Lall, a chobdar, who formerly attended upon the
late Captain Douglas, was then called, having been named by Jutmull
as one of those who were present when Mr. Fraser, Captain Douglas,
Mr.Jennings, Miss Jennings, and Miss Clifford, were murdered.

The witnesses, Mukhun Lall and Jutmull, were both cross-
examined by the prisoner’s vakeel, but to no purpose. The evidence
recorded was confirmatory of the worst features of these horrible
scenes, and implicated the palace people most completely. The court
adjourned at 4 P.M.

The tenth day’s proceeding commenced at 1 1A.M. on Mon-
day, the 8th of February. Sir Theophilus Metcalfe, C.S., was sworn by
the government prosecutor, and gave important evidence relative to
the state of feeling amongst the natives before the outbreed of the
11th of May. In reply to a question by the prosecutor, he al_so stated
his opinion regarding the object of circulating the chupatties, about
which so many and various opinion had been recorded. Sir Thomas
further stated, that the.proclamation purporting to be from the kln.g. of
Persia, which was found posted on the walls of the Jumma Musjid a
short time before the outbreak at Delhi , could not have been expo§ed
to the public for more than three hours, as , early in the morning

succeeding the night it was placed there, he hea{d that a crowed of
natives had gathered round the spot; and , finding such to be the
case, he sent his people to remove the paper. He further mentioned
the rumour, said to be current, to the effect, that the Cashmere gate of

the city would shortly be attacked and taken from the British; which.

was conveyed to the magistrate’s court about six weeks .befo§'e'the
_ outbreak, by an anonymnious writer. The witness declared his opinion,
that the chupatties so extensively circulated first emanated from
Lucknow, and that they were distributed for the purpose of congre-

gating together. whep-megessary, perions of one class, who partook

of one description of food. He does not think they were circulated
throughout India, but only in government villages; a significant fact,
when taken into account with what followed their circulation. In
Boolundshuhur, the witnéss continued, the inhabitants gave as a

_reason for circulating them, that they thought it was by order of

government, and consequently they passed them on. The witness
was of opinion that the war with Persia created great excitement in
Delhi, and was the subject of much conversation during the time it
lasted; and he concluded by stating some facts confided to him by
John Everet, a Christian rissaldar of the 14th irregular cavalry, from
which it appeared, that the attempt to overthrow the British govern-
ment was known to be in contemplation before the outrage com-
menced. f '

At the conclusion of Sir T. Metcatife’s evidence, the prisoner
was asked if he would like to put any questions. He replied in the
negative, but wished to know if the Persians and Russians were the
same people!

" Hussun Uskeeree having been sworn and examined, denied
all that had been said of the wonderful powers attributed to him. He
said that, whatever others might be pleased to think of him, it was
merely a matter of opinion, and that he was not at all answerable for it.
That he was an humble individual, content to live in peace without
troubling himself about dreams whether of kings or peasants. He

" denied that he ever had a dream of a great form from the west; in fact,

he denied everything.

The prisoner was then referred to , and, notwithstanding his
recorded statement of his firm belief in the powers attributed to the
witness, he denied all knowledge of him or his powers. He was re-
minded of his statement made but a few days previous; but all to no
purpose: he completely ignored him; and Hussun Uskeeree was re-
turned to his place of confinement, much to the disgust of those who
expected some interesting revelations from him.

The next witness called was Bukhtawur, a peon in the ser-
vice of the late Captain Douglas. His evidence chiefly related to the
occurrences of the 11th of May, from the first appearance of the
mutinous troopers to the murder of Mr.Fraser, C.S., Captain Douglas,
Mr.Hutchinson, C.S., Mr. Jennings, and the ill-fated ladies of his fam-
ily. It appeared-and all the evidence on this point tended to confirm
the sad tale-that Captain Douglas, Mr.Hutchinson, and Mr.Nixon,
were near the Calcutta gate, leading to the bridge of boats, when four
or five of the mutineers came up, and that the troopers all fired upon
the party, but that only Mr.Nixon was killed and Mr.Hutchinson
wounded. The Europeans jumped down from the road into the dry
ditch surrounding the palace, Captain Douglas being much hurt in
his descent: they ran along the ditch, and gained the gates of the
palace, which they entered and ¢losed. Mr.Fraser came soon after,
and was admitted; and, at 6né period of the attack, he appears to have
seized a musket from one of the sepoys at the gate, and shot one of
the troopers, upon which the others galloped off; but being rcin-



forced by numbers, they soon became bolder. At the suggestion of
Mr.Jennings, Captain Douglas was taken up to his own apartments
above the gateway; and soon after this, a party of people from the
palace came rushing forward, shouting, “Deen! Deen! (the Faith! the
Faith!) and a crowed gathering, they, headed by the native officer of
the guard at the palace (a company of the 88th light infantry), sur-
rounded and murdered, in the most brutal manner, the whole party.
One mob went up one way to the hiding-place of the victims; another
proceededin a different direction; so that none escaped. Meantime
the work of destruction was going on outside, other troopers having
"arrived; and it became necessary for every one to look to his own
safety: the witnesses (Hindoos) consequently left, and were unable
to relate anything further. Another witness was called, named Kishen,
his statement being much the same as that of the prisoner’s witness,
Bukhtawur. The evidence, so far as it had gone, was conclusive on
one point -viz.,that the inmates of the palace assisted at the murder of
Messrs. Fraset, Jennings, Hutchinson, Captain Douglas, and the la-
dies; and , while several witnessess affirmed that the prisoner tried to
persuade Captain Douglas from his intention of going among the
mutineers, not one attempted to show that he exerted his influence to
check the disturbance at its commencement, or to save the Europe-
ans at his gate. 3
On the eleventh day, the court resumed, and was occupied
the whole day with the examination of a person named Chunee, for-

merly editor of a native paper, entitled the Delhi News. The witness -

gave some important evidence, and confirmed the statements of
Jutmull and Bukhtawur, regarding the manner in which Mr. Fraser and
Captain Douglas met their death; adding, that Mr.Fraser attcmgtcd to
make a stand near the Grape garden (Ungoorie Bagh) with his per-
sonal sowars (supplied by the Jhujjur nawab) and a few qf the police
who were collected near. As soon, however, as the mutinous troopers
fired upon Mr.Fraser and his friends, the Jhujjur sowars and police
decamped, having, according to the witness’s idea, been scattered
by the cry, “Deen, Deen!” raised by the mutineers on their approach.
He then stated, in reply to questions by the government prosecutor,
that the Mohammedans of the city were in the habit of boasting that
the Persians, aided by the Russians, were coming to-drive the English
out of the country; and gave it as his firm belief, that the Mohammgd-
ans were very much excited about the Persian war. The chuPatges
which were circulated, were, he said, for the purpose of bt:mgmg
together a large body of men for some business to be explained to
them hereafter; and he said they originated at or near Kurnaul-pre-
cisely the opposite direction from which Sir T.Metcalfe traced t.h?lr
origin. The witness, in reply to a question by the prosecutor, said,
that about five or six days after the city had been in possession of the
mutineers, he heard that there was a great disturbance in the palace;
and, on gomg to see the cause, found a number of sepoys and some
of the prisoner’s armed servants killing Europeans-men, women, and

children. There was a great crowed collected, and he could not see .

~———

distinctly through it; but after the slaughter was completed, he en-
quired of the sweepers, who were removing the bodies, and heard
that, in all, fifty-two persons had been killed; of these only five or six
were males, the rest females and children. The bodies were removed
in carts, and thrown into the river: when he saw them lying dead, they
were in a circle. A number of Mohammedans were on the top of Mirza
Mogul’s house, spectators of the scene; and the witness heard that
Mirza Mogul himself was one of those looking on. These unfortunate’
people were confined, previous to their massacre, from the 11th to the
16th of May, in a sort of receptacle for rubbish, in which it would have
been deemed an insult to confine a person with any pretensions to
respectability. There were many better and more suitable buildings,
but they were not allotted to the Europeans.

The court resumed its sitting on the twelfth day. There was
some delay in obtaining the witness; but, about half-past eleven,
“Chunee” came into court, and his examination was continued: it was
not, however, of much importance, and he was permitted to retire,
one-Ram, a paddler, taking his place. Having been sworn and exam-
ined, the witness deposed that he was in Delhi on the 1 1th of May
last, but left three or four days after the outbreak. He confirmed all
that the previous witness had stated; adding, that the prisoner was
proclaimed king by beat of drum, and that a royal salute was fired
before the palace at midnight of the 11th of May. He said that when
the prisoner went out, a royal salute was fired, and the same on his
return; but as this was customary on all occasions of the ex-king
going out in procession, it is not of much importance either way. A
witness named Gholam was then sworn and examined, and gave some
particulars of the massacre of the Europeans inside the palace, of
which he was an eye-witness. He said that it was known, two days
prior to the fearful deed, thatthe European prisoners of the massacre
of the Europeans prisoners were to be slaughtered on that particular
day; and a great crowed had, in consequence, collected. They, the
prisoners, were all ranged in a line, on the edge of a tank or water-
course, and , at a given signal (unseen by the witness), the mutineers
and palace servants, by whom they were completely surrounded,
rushed in and hacked them to pieces with swords. Shots were fired at
them at the commencement (according to another witness) ; but one
of the bullets happening to strike a sepoy, the sword was resorted to,
and the fatal work was soon completed. The confusion was too great
for the witness to frame an accurate idea of the number murdered; but
it was large, and the majority of them were women and children. Their
murderers must have numbered 150 to 200. When the massacre was
over, the spectators were turned out of the palace, and the bodies
carried away. No one attempted to interfere to prevent this frightful
slaughter; no messenger from the king came to stop it ; and the
witness said he heard nothing which could lead him to believe that
the deed was not gloried in by the Mohammedaus. He then, in reply
to a question by the prosecutor, said he was present at the murder of
the Beresford family. Mr. Beresford was, it seems, badly wounded at




the onset, one arm being broken by a shot; but, armed with a sword,
and his brave wife with a spear, they contrived to keep the ruffians at
bay for some time, Mrs. Beresford killing one and wounding another.
They were at length overpowered, and the whole party murdered.
With them were, it was supposed, the Rev.Mr.Hubbard, and another
missionary, who had gone to the Band for safety. The house where
they were all slaughtered still bore marks of the struggle.

The prisoner’s hakeem, Ehsain-oolla Khan, was then called
in, and examined on oath. His evidence always broke down when
verging to a certain point-namely, criminating the prisoner. He denied
that he was in the prisoner’s confidence, and said, that many impor-
tant matters connected with the household were never mentioned to
him, instancing, among other things, the prisoner’s repudiation of his
~ wife Taj Mahal, after having been regularly married to her. He admit-
ted that the king’s armed *‘servants” numbered about twelve hundred
men; and, in reply to a question by the prosecutor, said that they had
not been dismissed in consequence of the part taken by them in the
death of Mr.Fraser, Captain Douglas, and the other Europeans mur-
dered in the palace. Notwithstanding a severe cross-examination, it
was plain to be seen that, beyond mere generalities, nothing could be
gained from the witness; and the court adjourned.

The prisoner was more lively than usual on this day; he
declared his innocence of everything several times; and amused him-
self by twisting and untwisting a scarf round his head, and occasion-
ally asking for a stimulant. s

On the thirtieth day (Feb.11th), the prisoner’s hakeem was
again examined; but his evidence was not of much moment, inas-
much as, notwithstanding the severe cross-examination to which he
was subjected, his leaning to the prisoner was strikingly apparent.
* At the conclusion of the witness’s evidence , Mrs.Aldwell was called,
sworn, and examined by the judge-advocate. Her evidence consisted
mainly of a narrative of hairbreadth escapes in Delhi, extending over
aperiod of near five months’ residence in the city-viz., from the day of
the mutiny until the reoccupation of the city by the British troops.

Themain points were as follows; -The witness resided at Duryagunge;
and on the arrival of the mutineers, the house where she lived was
defended for some time by a few Europeans there assembled; who,
failing at last in defending themselves, were captured; the witness,
and some children only, escaping in the disguise of Mohammedans
to the house of Mirza Abdoolah, a shahzadah, with whom she was
previously acquainted. They were well received by the females of the
shahzadah’s family, and promised protections; but during the night
of the 11th of May, they were sent to the house of the Mirza Abdoolah
sent to the house of the Mirza’s mother-in-law, for greather security,
and considered themselves safe. On Mrs.Aldwell, however, sending
to the Mirza’s house for some money and valuables lift behind, Mirza
Abdoolah sent word ta say. that if any more messengers were sent to
the house, the whole party should be murdered. They were subse-
quently brought before Mirza Mogul, and ordered for execution; but

——

" some sepoys took charge of them, and kept them in confinement. A

tailor in Mrs.Aldwell’s employ appears to have befriended the family

throughout; and, through his influence with a sowar, she and her

children appear to have been preserved. Herself and children were
taught the kulmah; and, notwithstanding strong suspicions of their

being Christians, they were all wonderfully preserved until the 9th of

September, just before the assault, and proceeded in a bylee to Meerut.
The witness gave some evidence upon interesting points connected
with her sojourn in the city; among other things stating, that when in
confinement, together with some twenty or thirty other women and
children, the sepoys were in the habit of paying them vyisits; telling
them they should all be cut into little pieces to feed the kites and
crows! When their fellow-prisoners were sent for to be slaughtered,
the order was given to “bring out the Christians,” and leave the Mo-
hammedans (meaning Mrs.Aldwell and her children ) to be dealt with
afterwards. The witness deseribed this scene as heartrending: the
unfortunate creatures declared that they were about to be murdered,;
but the Mohammedan mutineers swore on the Koran, and the Hindoos
on the Gunga, that no harm should happen to them. They were then
“massed together”, and a rope passed round them (after the fashion
at present in vogue when conducting rebels to their prison), and thus
they were marched off to the place of execution, The witness said, in
reply to a question put by the judge-advocate, that there were no
disturbances between the Hindus and Mohammedans during the
siege; that the latter gave in to the former on every occasion; and that
not even at the Buckra Eed festival was an ox slaughtered. In reply to
a question by the court, the witness said, that the prisoners were,
during their confinement, subjected to indignity insult from the muti-
neers and rabble of Delhi.

There was a larger number of listeners than usual in court
on this day; and the prisoner appeared the least interested person
present.

On the fourteenth day (Feb. 12th), Mr.C.B. Saunders, C.S.,
commissioner of Delhi, having been duly sworn, gave some interest-
ing particulars regarding the circumstances under which the prisoner,
Bahadoor Shah, became a pensioner of the British government; stat-
ing the amount of pension, &c., allowed, and other facts connected
with the ex-king’s former position.

Major Paterson, of the (late) 54th native infant‘ry, was then
called in, and examined. The evidence of this witness was merely a
repetition of facts, already well known, concerning the outbreak on
the 11th of May last. Major Paterson deposed to the murder of his
brother officers of the 54th native infantry, and his own escape of
Km.‘naul, when he found that he had no control over the men of his
regiment.

The prisoner’s secretary, Mukhun Lall was called in, sworn,
and examined. He was admonished by the judge-advocate for dis-
pla):ing a want of respect to the court, in first neglecting to make his
obeisance on entering, and then took his place in the usual position




for witnesses. He is a short and rather stout Hindoo. On recoveripg
his equanimity, he assumed a very humble attitude, and stood with
clasped hands while his statement was read and translated to the
court, the president inquiring, at every dozen words. or SO, whethef he
adhered to it on oath; to which he generally replied in the affirmative.
The statement was to the effect, that for at least two years

before the outbreak the prisoner had been disaffected tqwards the
British government. This he ascribed partly to the discontinuance of
the pomp and ceremony to which the inmates of the palace had been
accustomed, and partly to the disinclination, on the part of govern-
ment, to appoint whoever the prisoner pleased as heir-apparent to
the throne. The latter circumstance was known to have caused great
dissatisfaction and disquiet in the palace. The arrival of some of the
royal family (relations of the prisoner) from Luckpow, about this time,
the witness believed to be connected with the prisoner’s messengers
to Persia; for which purpose the late prime minister, Maibhoob Ali,
disbursed funds to a certain Abyssinian, named Seedee Kumber, who
was entrusted With the mission. For some time previous to the out-
break at Delhi and Meerut, the disaffection of the native army had
been the common subject of conversation in the prisoner’s private
apartment; and even outside, those connected with the palace talked
openly of the circumstance. It was also generally believed that the
native officers, who went from Delhi to Meerut to form part of the

court-martial upon the mutineers of the 3rd cavalry, aranget.i the \yhole

business of the outbreak; and the witness strengthened this belief by

stating that the guards of the palace, changed weekly, from thg three

regiments cantoned at Delhi, had become adherents of the prisoner.

On the arrival of thé mutineers at the palace, they came under the

windows of the prisoner’s private apartments, declaring lpudly that

all the Europeans at Meerut had been murdered, and that if the pris-

oner would protect them (the sepoys), and become their king, they -

would soon make an end of all the Europeans at Delhi. The prisoner is
stated to have asked if they would be faithful, and whe'thcr the)( were
prepared to encounter the consequences; and on their reply in the
affirmative, sweetmeats were distributed to the men, and presents of
money, in addition, to the native officers. The prisoner’s own armed
retainers then went and slew Mr. Fraser and Captain Douglas, the
troopers and sepoys killing all Europeans, wherever they could be
found, in the city. On their return to the palace the prisoner was
proclaimed king; a royal salute was ﬁred;. and tl3e next day (the 12th of
May), the silver throne, which bad been laid by since 1 843, was brought
out, and placed in the hall of special audience, the prisoner taking hls
seat upon it as king of Delhi! With regard to the massacre of Euro-
pean prisoners, the witness said, that when the mutineers became
clamorous for the slaughter, Mirza Mogul and another villain wentto
obtain the consent of the prisoner. He was in his private apartments,
and they were admitted to an audience, the mutineers remaining out-
side. After the lapse of about twenty minutes t}ley repmed, declgr-
ing. with a loud voice, that the prisoner had given his consent, and

S

the slaughter accordingly commenced. The ex-king, at this stage of
the proceedings, looked up at the court, and putting his forefinger
into his mcuth, made an Asiatic sign, which is interpreted as “pluck-
ing his tongue out” if he gave any such consent! The prisoner ap-
peared perfectly indifferent to the presence of his private secretary,
and to what he said; and, except on the occasion above noticed,
made no remark or sign whatever.

The prisoner was brought into court as usual, on the fif-
teenth day, and took his position upon the charpoy assigned to him.
With the exception of another shawl twisted round his head, his ap-
pearance was unaltered. Mukhun Lall was called into court, and his
examination continued. He stated, in replay to a question put by the
judge-advocate, that the late prime minister, Maibhoob Ali Khan, was
the only person he knew of in the prisoner’s entire confidence, and
that he himself was never admitted to the royal secrets. That at the
private conferences, Maibhoob Ali, Hussun Uskeeree, the begun
(Zeenat Mahal), and two of the prisoner’s daughters, were generally
present, and that by their counsel he was generally guided. He said
that after the mutineers from Meerut, together with those cantoned at
Delhi, had taken possession of the city, he did not remember any
attempt being made o induce other regiments at distant stations to
join them. And, in reply to a question by the judge advocate, stated,
that two days after the British troops had entered the city, or on the
16th of September, the prisoner went out with the mutineers as far as
Khan Ali Khan’s house (about 300 or 400 yards from the palace gates)
in an open litter, for the purpose of encouraging them in driving the

.English out again; but that he very soon halted, and his brave army

dispersed; or, in other words, came back faster than they went. The;
court and the prisoner’s counsel declining to ask any questions, the
witness was allowed to withdraw.

Captain Tytler (late 38th light infantry) was then called into
court, and examined. After deposing to the fact of the arrival in can-
tonments of a dawk carriage, full of natives, the night previous to the
mutiny, and to the occurrences on the morning of the 11th of May,
Captain Tytler was questioned by the judge-advocate as to whether
he had, prior to the mutiny, remarked anything which induced him to
believe that his regiment was unfaithful. He replied in the negative,
but said that he had since heard certain rumors, from which he in-
ferred that there must have been some secret meetings among the
men in cantonments; and a servant, a bearer of his, on taking leave to
go to his home, a short time before the outbreak, remarked that he
would return to the service if Captain Tytler’s cholla* still burnt bright!
The prisoner was asked by the interpreter, what was the meaning of
the above remark by the bearer? and he laughingly replied, that if
meant nothing in particular; that the man who made it must have been
some hungry fellow, who was always thinking of eating.

Sergeant Flaming. late Bazaar sergeant of Delhi, was then

*Hearth-still burning; meaning literally, “If you and your. |
house eontinue in existence.”




called into court, and in reply to the judge-advocate (government
prosecutor), said that he was Bazaar sergeant at the time of the out-

break. His son, a youth about nineteen years of age, was employed as
a writer in the commissioner’s office, and had been in the habit, for
five or six years, of exercising the horses belonging to the prisoner’s
son, Jewan Bukht; for which service he received a monthly stipend.
That some time in the latter end of April, his son went one morning to
the house of Maibhoob Ali Khan, the prime minister, and there met
Jewan Bukht; the latter commenced abusing him, declaring that the
sight of a Kaffir Feringhee disturbed his serenity- spat in the youth’s
face, and desired him to leave. Young Flaming obeyed the order, and
reported the conduct of Jewan Bukht to the late Mr.Fraser, who told
him he was a fool, and should not notice such nonsense! On another
occasion, early in May last, the witness’s son went to Maibhoob’s
house to receive his pay; there he again met Jewan Bukht, who abused
him in worse language than on the former occasion, and concluded
by declaring that he would have his, young Fleming’s, head off be-
fore many days passed over. “And,” added the poor father, “he kept
his word, for my son was killed on the 11th of May!”

The witness being allowed to withdraw, the judge-advocate
informed the court that it would be necessary to adjourn for a few
days, to allow papers to be translated, from which he expected impor-
tant disclosures. The court was thetefore adjourned sine die.

On the sixteenth day the court resumed its sittings at 11
AM of the 23rd of February. The prisoner came, as usual, in a
palanquin, under a guard of H.M.’s 61st regiment. On alighting from
his conveyance at the Dewan Khass, he declined the offer of support
from his attendants, and walked to the couch assigned to him, evi-
dently in better health than he was on his last appearance.

Theré*was about an hour’s delay, owning to the absence of
one of the members of the court; and it was twelve o’clock when the
first witness, Captain Martineau, of the commissariat, was called into
court. This gentleman was instructor at the Umballah school of mus-
ketry; and having left on the conclusion of the practice, was travel-
ling down the Grand Trunk road, when he met Brigadier Graves’ party
of fugitives from Delhi, and turned back with them towards Kurnaul,
after having assisted some ladies who preceded them. In reply to a
question by the judge-advocate-general, Captain Martineau stated,
that he had heard the “chupatty question” discussed by the sepoys
at the musketry depot; that it was their belief (affected or real) that the
cakes were circulated by government; and that the distribution im-

plied, that those who took them were to be of the same faith and
purpose. He had heard the sepoys speak openly of the greased car-
tridges, and frequently heard them declare that something would hap-
pen in connection with them; and the very day the first Enfield car-
tridge was fired, the first incendiary fire in Umballah occurred. The
authorities offered a reward for the discovery of the incendiaries, but
without effect; a fact also mentioned by the sepoys to witness. A
report was made to government on the subject. The witness further
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stated, that while at Kurnaul as commissariat officer, some of the
troopers of the 3rd cavalry, who came with despatches from Meerut,
told him that the government had interfered with their rights and
prejudices to such an extent, that they had nothing but their religion
left, and that, too, was in danger of being interfered with. In short,
that there was a widespread disaffection in the native army. The wit-
ness, in reply to the court, said that the cartridges served out at
Umballah were not greased, but that the men used a composition of
ghee and bees-wax for the purpose, the ingredients being purchased
and supplied by him. :

An original diary of events and occurrences at Delhi, from
the commencement of the outbreak, was then read to the prisoner by
the interpreter. This occupied the court till 2 P.M., when it adjourned.

Upon reassembling at a quarter past 2 PM., Mrs.Fleming,
wife of the late Bazaar sergeant of Delhi, was called in and examined.
The witness stated, that about the middle of April she was at the.
Begum Zeenat Mahal’s apartments, with a daughter, Mrs. Scully. That
the prisoner’s son, Jewan Bukht, was present, and was talking to her
daughter. The latter turned round, and said, “Do you hear what this
haramzadah is saying?” and on her replying in the negative, her
daughter told her that he said all the Kaffirs (Europeans) would soon
be murdered. She said, in that case, his (Jewan Bukht’s) head would
first come off; and asked what he meant. Hereplied that the Persians
were coming to kill all the Europeans; but that if she and her family
came to him, he would protect them. He said this laughingly, and went
away. The witness was cross-examined by the judge-advocate upon
the above points, but was positive that such was her daughter’s

“statement. The prisoner appeared slightly affected when the above

was translated to him by the interpreter, and muttered something
unintelligible, gesticulating all the time he was speaking.

A translation of the before-mentioned diary was then read
to the court by the judge-advocate, commencing thus :-

“May 1lth, 1857.-At night, Mr.S.Fraser, the commissioner,
received a letter from Meerut, containing the news of the rebellion
there; but no precautionary measures were taken at that time. In the
morning, information was brought in that the 3rd light cavalry and
two regiments of native infantry, at Meerut, had mutinied on account
of the rebellion there; but no precautionary measures were taken at
that time. In the morning, information was brought in that the 3rd light
cavalry and two regiments of native infantry, at Meerut, had mutinied
on account of the introduction of new cartridges; and that after hav-
ing a fight with the European troops there, were on their way to Delhi.
Mr. Fraser immediately ordered the vakeel of the nawab of Jhujjur to
send for his master, the nawab, as soon as possible; and Sir T.Metcalfe
instantly came into the city, ordered the khotwal to close all the gates
of the town, and to post the burkandazes of the Khotwallewover them
for protection. The khotwal exccuted these orders without delay.
Mr.Fraser, with his orderly sowars, also came into the city, and was
given to understand that some sowars were on the bridge, and had




but the mutineers pursued him, and brought back the guns. At night,
twenty-one guns were fired below the lattice of the palace. The in-
habitants were greatly terrified; and all the houses of the Europeans,
in the city as well as in the cantonment, were seen in flames all night.
Many shops were broken open by the sepoys, and plundered by the
Imans. i

M “12th May, 1857.- His majesty attended the Hall of Audi-
ence, and the chiefs paid their respects. The subduers of thg five
rebel regiments presented themselves, apd applig:d to the king to
appoint a man who would provide them with supplies. Hursaba Mull
and Devalue Mull, stewards of the king, were accordingly ordered to
provide them daily with 500 rupees’ worth of deal, ata, gram, &c.

“] he rebel sowars got information that Mohumed Ibrahem,
son of the late Walleye Mohumed, merchant, had concealed four
Europeans in his house, and they instantly went there; .murdered the
four gentlemen, and plundered the house of the said Mohumed
Ibrahem. . . '

“A European woman, who had disguised herselfin a native
dress, was recogmized and murdered by the sowars of the 3rd light
cavalry, at the tank near the palace. The shops of all the confection-
ers, druggists, braziers, and bunyas, were broken open and plun-
dered by the mutineers. .

" “The king, after prayers, appointed Mirza Moeen-ood-deen
Hasun Khan, late thanadar of Pahurgunge, to the office of khotwal of
the city-- placed under his orders a regiment of the re;bel sepoys, and
directed him to make the Khotwallee his place of residence, and stop
the plunder. The said khotwal, finding himself unable to stop the
plunder, attended on the king, and represented the case to him; on
which his majesty sent for all the subahdars of tl?e rebel troops, anq
ordered them to place for service one regiment of infantry at the Delhi
gate and at the lattice of the palace, and one company at t_zach of the
Ajmere, Lahore, Cashmere, and Afresh Khana _gates..The king further
said to them, that he did not wish to see the inhabitants plundered,
and therefore ordered them to station one company of sepoys at
Durreebah, for the protection of shops there. The mutineers attgcked
the Nugur Sayth ka Koocha, with the intention of plundering it; but
the inhabitants so pelted them, that they were obliged to ﬂee.. !

“Some Christian clerks had concealed themselves, with their
wives, in the house of the rajah Kullyan Sing, of K_ishpnghur; buithe
rebel sowars hearing it, went there, and fired thelrbplstol_s and mus-
kets at them. Finding that the clerks were alsg armed with muskets
and pistols, they obtained two guns, and again attack.ed the house;
but the clerks by this time had conecaled themselves in a tyekhana,
so the rebels could not find them.

“His majesty ordered Mirza Mogul l}eg to take a company
of infantry and stop the plunder; accordingly he went to Ehe
Khotwallee onam elephant, and had it notified by tom-tom in the city,
that should any sepoy be caught plundering any inhabitant, his nose
and ears shauld be cut off; and that if any shopkeeper would not
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open his shop, or declined to provide the sepoys with food, he would
be imprisoned and fined. TajMahal Begum, who was in confinement,
was released. Two Europeans, disguised in native dress, were ar-
rested and killed by teh rebel sowars near the Khotwallee.

“The king, attended by two regiments of infantry and a few
guns, went out on an elrphant, with Mirza Jewan Bukht behind him,
into teh city, for the purpose of having the bazaar opened. He went as
far as Chandnee Chouk, and requested the shopkeepers to open their
shops and provide the troops with supplies. Hasun Alee Khan was
introduced by Hakeem Ahsunoollah Khan. He presented a gold mo-
hair as nuzzur to the king, who ordered him to wait, as he had to
consult with him.

“A shawl, for the office of khotwal of the city, was conferred
on Mirza Moeen-ood-deen Hasun Khan, who returned thanks with a
nuzzur of four rupees.

“13th May, 1857.--Nawab Maibhoob Ali Khan and other
chiefs attended the durbar, and paid their respects. Nazir Hasun Mirza
was ordered to bring Mirza Ameen-ood-deen Khan; accordingly he
went out for that purpose. On his return, he informed the king that the
Mirza was indiposed, and therefore could not present himself in the
durbar. Ordered that Khotwal Moeen-ood-deen Khan be informed,
that the troops were unable to get supplies, therefore he must pro-
vide for them. Hasun Alee Khan, attending the king, told him that the
troops were already assembled in the palace, and he wanted his ad-
vice on the subject. The said Khan remarked that the troops were
bloody ones; they had murdered their own officers, and it was not
prudent to repose any confidence in them. Shah Nizam- ood-deen,
the son of the king’s spiritual guide, and Boodhun Sahib, son of the
late Nawab Mohumed Meer Khan, were taken into the council. Mirza
Mogul Beg, Mirza Khedur Sooltan and Mirza Abdoolah, were taken
into the council.Mirza Mogul Beg, Mirza Khedur Sooltan and Mirza
Abdoolah, were made colonels of the regiments of infantry, and or-
dered to take with each of them two guns, and adopt measures to
protect the Caslunere, Lahore, and Delhi gates. Shah Nizam-ood-deen

represented, that some Toork sowars having arrested Nawab Hamud
Alee Khan, upon an accusation of his concealing some Englishmen
in his house; had brought him on foot to the jewel office, before
Nawab Maibhoob Ali Khan, and that the said nawab declared he had
no Europeans in his house. The king requested him (Shah Nizam-
ood-deen) to go with the sowars and sepoys, and let them search the
house of the nawab. Accordingly, he and Mirza Aboo Bekr went out
for that pupose; but finding no Europeans in the house, they obliged
the troops to give back the property they had plundered him of, and
set him at liberty. Mirza Aboo Bekr was made colonel in the light

cavalry.

* “Information was received by the sowars, that twenty-nine-
Europeans--men, women, and children--were concealed in the house
of Rajah Kullyan Sing, of Kishenghur. Accordingly they went there;
and having caught the Christians, shot them all by a volley of their

muskets. After that they went to the house of the late Colonel Skin-



ner: and having arrested the son of the late Mr.J oseph Skinner, brought
him before the Khotwallee, and murdered him there. They also, at the
instigation of some person, plundered the houses of Narain Dass
(banker) and Ramsurn Dass (deputy-collector), under the pretence of
their concealing some Europeans in their houses. Kazee Nubboo and
his son were killed by the rebel sepoys and sowars. Two Europeans,
disguised in native dress, were massacred by the mutineers near the
Budur Row gate. The king gave 400 rupees to each of the regiments,
for their support. It was notified in the city by Moeen-ood-deen Hasun
Khan, khotwal, that all persons wishing to serve his majesty should
present themselves with their arms; and that if any person should be
found to have concealed in his house any Europeans, he would be
punished as guilty. Nawab Hamud Alee Khan and Walleedad Khan,
of Malaghur, attended the durbar, and made their obeisance. His maj-
esty ordered them to present themselves daily in the durbar. The
head bunyas were sent for and ordered to settle the rate of corn, and
have the granaries opened, that it might be sold for the sepoys. Mirza
Moeen-ood-deen Hasun Khan, khotwal, having engaged 200
burkandazes, stationed them at Cureeba and Chandnee Chouk, for
the protection of those places. Two watermen were arrested at Lall
Kooa for robbing. Khey Khan, Surfuraz Khan, and many other vaga-
bonds of the city, were also apprehended. Several men were arrested
for plundering Subzee Mundee and Taleewarah.
“]4th May, 1857. -- Nazir Hasun Mirza, Captain Deldar Alee
Khan, and Hasun Alee Khan, attended the durbar, and paid their
respects. Mirza Ameen-ood-deen Khan, Mirza Zea-ood-deen (gov-
ernment jagheerdars of Loharoo), and Moulvie Sudr-ood- deen Alee
Khan, principal sudder ameen, also, according to orders, presented
tehmselves. The latter presented a gold mohur in nuzzur, and the king
directed him to take the charge of the civil and criminal courts, but he
declined to do so. Salugram, treasurer,according to direction, attended
the durbar, and presented a gold mohur. His majesty said to him that
there must be some lacs of rupees in the government treasury. He
replied that he did not know. The king ordered him to send one of his
agents to the treasury, and he promised obedience to the order. Rujub
Alee Khan presented, through Hasun Alee Khan, a gold mohur. His
. majesty asked about him, and was informed by Hasun Alee Khan that
he was the son of the late Nawab Fyze Mohumed Khan, and also his
own nephew. Mohumed Alee Khan, son of Shere Jung Khan, also
presented a gold mohur. The king inquired who he was; and, in reply,
was told that he was the nephew of Bahadoor Jung Khan,
dadreewallah. The agent of Rawul Sheo Sing, of Sawant, Jeypoor
minister, attended, and represented to the king, that on account of
indisposition, his master was unable to present himself before the
king; and that he (the Rawul Sahib)had resolved to go to Jeypoor.
Accordingly, a letter for Maharajah Ram Sing, of Jeypoor, directing
him to present himself and his troops without delay, was drawn up,
handed over to the said agent of Rawul Sahib. Several shookkas, for
Nawab Abdool Rehman Khan, of Jujjus; Bahadoor Jung Khan, of
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Dadree; Akbur Alee Khan, of Patoodee; Rajah Nahur Sing, of
Bullubgurh; Hasun Alee Khan, of Doojana; and Nawab Ahmud /‘;lcc
Khan, gf Furrucknuggur, directing them to present themselves before
his majesty without delay, were drawn up and issued. Mirza Ameen-
ood-deen Khan, and Mirza Zea-ood-deen Khan, were ordered to take
charge of the district of Jhurka Ferozepoor. Information was received
that the Goojurs of Chaudrawul had plundered at night all the shops
of the inhabitants of Subzee Mundee and Talee-warah, as well as at
cantonments of Rajpoora and Mundursa, Mirza Aboo Bekr was ac-
cordingly ordered to look after teh said Goojurs. He immediately at-
tended with a regiment of cavalry, went to their village, and plundered
and burnt it, Bahadoor Sing, darogah to the ex-king of Lucknow at
Dell!i. attended, and presented a gold mohur to the king. A European
soldier, who was on his way from Umballah to Delhi to get some
news, was caught and brought before his majesty, who ordered him
to be sent into the armour room. A lady was also arrested and brought
before the king. He sent her, too, into the armour room. His majesty
was highly exasperated against the sepoys and his own chobdars
for standing before him with shoes on their feet. Mirza Moeen-ood-
deen Hasun Khan khotwal, was ordered to go with a volunteer regi-
ment to the cantonment, and punish the plunderers of that place, and
of Subzee Mundee and Dheerujkee Paharee. Four persons came i‘rom
Meerut, and announced that European troops were coming to de-
stroy the rebels. The sepoys were displeased at this information, and
confined the persons Avho gave it. The thanadar of Nccgumbode, was
ordered to have the the corpses of the late commissioner and palace
guar_d officer interred in the burying-ground, and all the other dead
bodies of the Europeans to be thrown into the river, This order was
executed by th_e thanadar. The Goojurs plundered all the property in
the late commissioner’s house, and reduced to ashes the office of the
agency and of the Delhi Gazette press.

“15th May, 1857 -- MMoulvie Abdool Kadur pre i
for the distribution of the pay of the troops. His majestpy clc))?irt%drrigs;
shawl upon Nawab Maibhood Ali Khan, for the office of a deputyship.
The agent of Rawul Sosing (sawutwallah) attended, and presented
on the part of his master, a vessel of the spirit of kaveeah, and a bottle:
of attar. Ghoolamnubee Khan, darogah of Kaley Moh’l, and Meer
A‘ kbur Alee, sowar, late orderly of Mr. Fraser, came and informed the
king thqt fifty sowars, sent by the nawab of Jhujjur, had arrived, and
that their master was unable to present himself in the presence <;f his
majesty on account of disturbances and disorders in his distric{
Moulvie Ahmed Alee, agent to Rajab Nahur Sing, of Bullubgurh.
attended the durbar, presented a rupee as nuzzur, and gave a petition,
on the part of the rajah, stating that, on account of plunder and dev-
astation made by the Goojurs in his district, he was unable to present
himself before his majesty; but, as soon as all was settled, he would
do 50. Orders were sent to present himself soon. Infromation was
received that the collector of Rohtuck had left his post; that the trea-
gure of that place was being plundered; and that at Goorgaon it was
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already carried off. The king ordered one regiment of infantry and
some sowars to be sent to Rohtuck to fetch the treasure. Abdool
Hakeem was ordered to entertain 400 Khasburdars at five rupees a-
month each, and a regiment of sowars at twenty rupees a-month.
Accordingly, 200 men were employed. Abdool Kadur, chatawallah,
showed some papers to his majesty, and said that he would be able to
make all arrangements they referred to. A letter was issued to the
rissaldar of the cavalry, stating that Mirza Aboo Bekr was discharged
from the office of commandant of cavalry, and that therefore they (the
cavalry men) should act according to the orders of the king. Kazee
Fyzoolah presented a rupee in nuzzur, and applied for the office of the
Khotwallee of the city, and was accordingly appointed to that situa-
tion. A gold smith, who had killed another goldsmith, was arrested
and brought before the king. The Mewattees of Jaysingpoorah hav-
ing plundered 4,000 rupees in cash, and all the property in the house
of a European of the railway company, the sepoys hearing of it, re-
solved to plunder and blow up Jaysingpoorah, and to apprehend all
the Mewattees there; but Lalla Boodh Sing, vakeel of the rajah of
Jaysingpoorah, applied for the protection of the inhabitants of that
place; and the<king ordered that no sepoy be allowed to go there
without his majesty’s permission.

“It being reported that the sepoys and sowars were in the
habit of haunting the city with drawn swords, and that the shopkeep-
ers were afraid to open their shops, the king sent orders to the gates
of the palace not to allow any sepoy to go about in the city with a
drawn sword. The rissatdar of the nawab of Jhujjur’s troops was
odered to pitch his tent at the Mahtab Bagh. Information was re-
ceived that fourteen boats, laden with wheat, &c., were in the ghaut
of Ramjee Dass’s, goorwallah. Orders were sent to Dilvalee Mull, to
takeaway the wheat for the use of the troops. Two sepoys, who had
plundered 2,000 rupees from the Delhi bank, and deposited the same
with Ramjee Dass, goorwallah, to be paid back at Lucknow, quarrelled
between themselves; and the fact of their depositing the money be-
ing known to other sepoys, a company of an infantry regiment went
to the house of the said Ramjee Dass, and obliged him to deliver the
money to them. A letter was addressed to the bankers of the city,
requiring their presence in the durbar. Rebel sowars and sepoys at-
tended on the king, and complained that they had not as yet been
allowed their clothing expenses, and that it appeared to them, that
Hakeem Ahsunoollah Khan and Nawab Maibhoob Ali Khan were in
collusion with the British. After that they went to the house of Lall

Khan, and accused Shah Nizam-ood-deen Peerzadah of concealing
two European ladies in his house. Peerzadah required them to bring
forward their informant; and they produced a man, who said he had
only heard so. Peerzadah represented that he had not concealed any
European ladies in his house; but if they wished to plunder and kill
him on that pretence, they had the power to do so. Nawab Maibhoob
Ali Khan took his oath on the holy Koran that he had no confederacy
with the English. The mutineers plundered all the property in the
. house of Aga Mahomed Hasunjan Khan, the Cabool name of mohun

Lall.

“16th May, 1857- Hakeem Ahsunoollah Khan, Bukshee,
Aga Sooltan, Captian Dildar Alee Khan, Rujub Aleee Khan, and other
chiefs, attended on the king, and made their obeisance. Rebel sepoys
and sowars, with their officers, attended the durbar, and produced a
letter, which they said they had intercepted at the Delhi gate. It had
on it the seals of Hakeem Ahsunoollah Khan and Nawab Maibhoob
Ali Khan. In this letter they said that the hakeem and nawab had
requested the English to come immediately, take possession of the
city, and nominate Mirza Jewan Bukht (son of the king by Zeenat

‘Mahal Begum) as heir-apparent, and that they, the hakeem and nawab,

would arrest and deliver to them all the mutineers in the city and
palace. Nawab Maibhoob Ali Khan and Hakeem A hsunoollah Khan
inspected the letter, denied their writing it, and asserted that it was a
trick of some person, and that the seals were forged by means of ‘sayt
khurree’ (a kind of stone); they took out their own seals, and threw
them before the rebel troops; pointed out the difference between
them and those on the letter; and took their-oaths on the holy Koran,
that the letter was not written by them; but still the mutineers did not
believe them. A person cameand reported that some Europeans were
concealed in the drain of the canal; accordingly, Mirza Aboo Bekr,
attended by the rebel sowars and sepoys, went to the spot, and fired
their pistols into it; but no European came out of it. After that the
mutineers again beset Nawab Maibhoob Ali Khan and Ahsunoollah
Khan, with drawn swords, and'said that there was no doubt that they
were in collusion with the English, and that it was on this account
that they had spared the European captives, with the intention of
restoring them to the British as soon as they could come to destroy
them (the mutineers); consequently they took out of the armour room
all the Christian prisoners (fifty-two in number, including men, women,
and children), and brought them on the reservoir at the Nukar Khanas
(the porch of the palace, where drums are beaten at stated intervals),
with teh intention of massacring them. Mirza mujhlay Kheezur Sooltan
asserted, that in conformity to the precepts of Mohammed, they ought
not to murder the women; but the mutineers were displeased, and
wished to kill the Mirza first; however, he ran away to his house. The
mutineers having made all the Christains sit doen, fired their muskets;
accidentally an attendant of the king was wounded, on which two
brothers, attending, massacred with their swords all the Christians-
men, women, and children. About 200 Mussulmans, who were stand-
ing on the reservoir, continued all this time to vent their invectives on
the phristians. The sword of one of the two attendants who killed the
Christians was broken. The corpses of the Christians were laden on
two carts, and thrown into the river. The Hindoos of the city, on
hearing this act of treachery towards the English, were very uneasy
and z!fﬂictcd, and were fully convinced that the mutineers would never
be victorious, for having acted so very cruelly towards the Chris-
tians; and that the anger of God would fall on them. The guards at the




gates of the city were relieved; Some person informed the rebel sowars,
that some Christians were concealed in the house of muthra Dass,
treasurer, in the street of Chodree; accordingly they went and searched
the house and the street, but were not able to get any Christians;
neither did they molest or plunder any inhabitant there. Walleedad
Khan, the chief of Malaghur, was informed that Goojurs on the bank
of the Jumna had caused great disorders, and that he must adopt
measures to punish them. . :

“Two weavers, who had disguised themselves in sepoys’
dress, and were plundering the inhabitants, were caught. The bunyas
of the Lahore gate brought a complaint against the thanadar of the
place, and represented that he required from them 1,000 rupees in
bribery, otherwise he said he would send them as prisoners to the
Khotwallee. Hakeem Ahsunoollah Khan sent an order to the khotwal
to arrest and confine the said thanadar.

“May 17th, 1857.- All the chief rebels attended on the
king,.represented that they had prepared a battery at Selimghur, and
required his majesty to inspect the same. The king accordingly went
there, and was highly satisfied. On their return to the Hall of Audi-
ence, the king mentioned to the rebel troops that he would support
and assist them, and recommended them to trust, without fear, Hakeem
Ahsunoollah Khan, and Zeenat Mahal Begum; and that whenever
they, the sepoys, should catch and bring any Christian before him, he
would kill him with his own hand. On hearing this speech of the king,
all the rebel sepoys were satisfied, and acquitted Hakeem Ahsunoollah
Khan and Maibhoob Ali Khan of all the charges they had brought
against them.

“A man, who had on him a letter from some European at
Meerut, was caught and tied to a gun by the sepoys. all the sepoys
stationed at the Hall of Audience were turned out of it, and the Hall of
Audience was furnished with floor and purdhas, &c. As ordered,
Mirza Ameen-ood-deen Khan and Mirza Zea-ood-deen Khan pre-
sented themselves in the durbar. The king ordered them to attend on
him every day, but they represented that they were indisposed. They

were ordered to enlist troops, and they promised to obey the orders.

“Irtza Khan and Meer Khan, brothers of Nawab Moostfa
Khan; Jehangeerabadee Akbur Khan, son of Bungush; Fukr-ood-
deen Khan, and others, attended on the king, and presented two
rupees each in nuzzur. Consultation regarding the appointment of
colonels for the troops, was held for some time.

“A sowar came in from the Hursurookee Ghurree, and gave
information that some lacs of rupees, collected on account of the
revenue of the southern district, were on their way to Delhi, under the
escort of a few sowars and sepoys; but that about 300 Goojurs and
Mewattees of the district had made an attack on them, and were
fighting to obtain the money. Mohumed Bekr (editor of the Oordoo
Akbar), with two companies of infantry and cavalry, was sent to
oppose the Goojurs and Mewattees, and bring the treasure under
their protectiap. The sepoys apprehended a furrash, servant of Mirza
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Mogul Beg, upon a charge of his giving information to the English; .

but he was relesed by the orders of Mirza Mogul Beg. A man came
and reported that the Mewattees at Jaysingpoorah were wounded in
plundering the property of a European at the railway; and it was
found out that these Mewattees were lately in the service of the
British zemindars of Undhoolee: they attended on the king, preasented
a rupee each, and said that they were followers of his majesty. The
king ordered them to keep peace in their district, otherwise their vil-
lage would be burnt. Two kossids, who were sent to Meerut for news
returned and said, that about 1,000 European soldiers, and. some:
gentlemen, ladies, and children, had assembled at the cantonment

Suddur Bazaar, prepared a dum-dumah on the Sooruj Koond, and -

mounted an Elephant battery over it, and that the roads from Meerut
to Sah.ajanpoor had been infested by Goojurs, who plundered every
one within their grasp, and that they (the kossids) were well beaten
and plundered by the Goojurs. His majesty ordered two companies of
sepoys to be posted at bridge for the protection of the passengers.

“Hakeem Abdool Huq attended on the king, and presented
ﬁvg rupees. Five companies of the sappers and miners, who had
arrived at Meerut from Roorkee, were requested by the English to
stop there and discharge their duties; but the sepoys refused to do
so, and therefore had a fight with the European soldiers at Meerut:
many were killed, and those who escaped came to Delhi. Shookkas
addresspd to Maharajah Nurrundur Sing, rajah of Putteeala, Raja};
Ram Sing, of Jeyppor, and rajah of Ulwur, Joudpoor, and Kotah
B.oondt.:e, ordering them to present themselves immediately before
his majesty, were dispatched to them by sowars. The verandah of
Dee.wan kishen Lall’s house fell down, and two boys were killed un-
d_er it. Information was received that the troops at Umballah had mu-
tinied, and were on their way to Delhi.

ol 8tl¥ May, 1857.- The bands of the five infantry regiments
attended on his majesty, and played. Kheluts, each consisting of a
garment of kinkhawb, shawls, goshwara, turban, nosegay of silver
and gold threads, sword and shiedl, were conferred on Mirza Mogul
for the office of general of the army; and on Mirza Kockuck, Mirza;
!(hedur Soqltan, and Mirza Mayndhoo, for that of the colonedl of the
infantry regiments. A like khelut was granted to Mirza Aboo Bekr, for
thg: colonelship of the light cavalry. Nzzurs were presenteed-viz., by
Mirza Mogul Beg, two gold mohurs; and other princes, one gold
mohur'anq five rupees each. Hasun Alee Khan attended the durbar,
and_ paid his respects to the king. He was ordered to attend daily anc;
enlist troops; and a large portion of the country, the king said, should
be granted to him. The khan replied that he should not be, able to
enlist troops; but he would wait on his majesty daily. Two sowars
who were sent with a shookka to Ulwur, returned, and said that sev:
eral thousand Goojurs had infested the roads to rob and plunder the
passengers; and that they (the sowars) had been plundered of every-
thmg they had, and were allowed to return only by fawning on these
Goojurs; the letter they had was torn, and the pieces returned. A
camel sowar, who was sent to the nawab of Furrucknuggur with a



shookka, returned, and said that the Goojurs on the roads would not

allow him to proceed. The officers of the five companies of the sappers’

and miners attended the durbar, and represented, that on their arrival
at Meerut, from Roorkee, they were quartered near the Dum-Dumah,
in which all the European soldiers, gentlemen, women, and children,
had collected, and by promises of great rewards and higher pay, tried
to coax them to remain in their service; but when three-quarters of the
night had passed, they fired grape on them, and killed about two
hundred men; the remainder of the sepoys then ran away, and they
now presented themselves for the service of his majesty. They were
ordered to pitch their tents at Selimghur. Nawab Maibhoob'Ali Khan
prepared a list of the bankers of Delhi, and sent it by his own agent to
Ramjee Dass, goorwallah, Ramjee Mull, soorwallah, and Salugram,
treasurer, with orders to collect from teh bankers five lacs of rupees
for the expenses of the troops, which he said amounted to 2,500
rupees a-day. The said bankers waited on Nawab Maibhoob Ali KChan,
and pointed out their inability to pay the amount: they said that they
had been plundered of all their cahs and property by the mutineers.
Ramjee Dass requested the nawab to levy the money himself. Mirza
Aboo Bekr was sent with a regiment of sowars to punish and destroy
the Goojurs at Chundrawul, but they had run away.

“19th May, 1857. Two sowars came from Meerut, and repre-

'sented that all the reqiments of infantry, caviry, and artillery at
Moradabad and Bareilly, had arrived at Meerut with a few lacs of
rupees; that the British complained of the treachery of the native
troops at Meerut; and the troops replied that they had already re-
venged it by killing about 300 men of teh sappers and miners, and that
they themselves expected the same treatment at their hands. On
hearing this reply, the English went into the Dum-Dumah and fired on
the troops, who immediately erected a battery, and played their guns
on the Dum-Dumabh; by the will of Providence a shell fell on the spot
where the English had prepared a mine, and blew up the Dum-Dumah,
and along with it all the Europeans. The king and all the troops were
very glad to hear this news, and fired shots of victory from Selimghur.
Information was received that the collector of Goorgaon had left his
post, leaving 17,000 rupees at Hursurookee Ghurree; a hundred sowars
and two companies of infantry went there, and brought the money,
depositing the same in the king’s treasury.

“A sowar of Bayja Bye came and mentioned that the Bye
had heard of the massacre of all the Europeans at Delhi, but would
not believe it; therefore she had sent to the court to inquire into the
truth. The king replied that all the Europeans at Delhi had been anni-
hilated, and ordered the sowar to go back to Gwalior, with two sowars
and a shookka from himself, commanding the Bye to present herself
immediately, with all her troops, before his majesty, and display her

loyalty. {

“The title of Wuzeerool Moolk Moomalic Mohroesee (prime
minister of the protected country), and a khelut, consisting of a gar-
ment of kinkhawb, shawl, goshwara, turban, nosegay of silver and

gold threads, ten pieces of jewellery, sword, shield, and a silver pen
and insktand vase, were conferred on mirza Jewai Bukht, who pre-
sented ten gold mohurs to his majesty, in acknowledgment of the
favour bestowed on him. Mirza Bukhtawur Shah was made a colonel
in the regiment Alexander, and a khelut, consisting of a garment of
kinkhawb, shawl, goshwara, turban, and three pieces of jewellery,
was conferred on him. The Mirza, on his part, presented the king with
two gold mohurs and five rupees. A pair of kettle-drums was granted
to each of the princes who were made colonels to the troops. Nazir
Mirza Hasun was ordered to present Koowur Ajeet Sing, of Putteeals,
before his majesty. Accordingly the Koowur attended and presented
a gold mohur. A kehlut was conferred on the koowur , who gave
another nuzzur of five rupees to the king. Mirza Ahmud, and the son
fo Hakeem Abdool Hug, attended the durbar, and presented the king
with five rupees each. A rissaldar, sent by Mohumed Akbur Alee,
attended, and presented the king with two rupees; he also gave an
urzee from his master, representing that as soon as peace was re-
stored in his district, he would present himself before his majesty. A
Hindoo tailor had concealed in his house two European gentlemen,
three ladies, and one child; but the rebel sowars were informed of it,
and they went to the house of the said tailor, and, setting the house
on fire, arrested the Europeans, and brought them before the king,
who placed them under the custody of the sepoys. His majesty went
to Selimghur; the troops there saluted him. The officers of the Bailly
regiment stated that they did not believe the two sowars who had
brought the news of the blowing up of the Dum-Dumah at Meerut,
and therefore they wished to march on Meerut for the purpose of
blowing up the Dum-Dumah, and murdering the English. The king
answered that he did not think it proper to do so; however, they must
be directed by the counsel of their general, Mirza Mogul: Two boats
of the bridge on the Jumna having been damaged, Khotwal Kazee

'Fazoolah was ordered to send a hundred coolies for the repair of the

same. Information was received that some moulvies and mussulmans
of the ¢ity had raised a mohumdee standard at the Jumma Musjid, for
the purpose of making a jahad on the British, who, they said, were
infidels, and it was a virtuous action to murder them. Many thou-
sands of Mussulmans had already collected there. The king remarked,
that all the Europeans had been already murdered, and asked against
whom had they raised the Mohumdee standard? Moulvie Sudrood-
deen khan went to the Jumma musjid, and persuaded the moulvies to
take off the standard they had raised. Some hackeries, laden with salt
and corn, were brought in.”

By the time these documents were read, it was 4 P.M., and
the court adjourned until 11A.M. of the 24tk of February.

On the seventeenth day (Feb. 24th), the court assembled at
11 A.}vl when the proclamation of the Bareilly traitor, Khan Bahadoor
Khan, was read in the original, for the benefit of the prisoner; after
which the translation was read by the judge-advocate, for the benefit .
of the court. The following is the literal translation:=



“Proclamation. Now, all rajahs, bestowers of favours and
protectors of religion,be prepared to defend your faith and that of
those under you. For the hope of your success I appeal to you. The
great God has given you all mortal bodies for the defence of your
religion, as is well known to all. For the destruction of the destroyers
of religion he has given birth and power to all princes. It is needful,
therefore, that all who have the power should slay the destroyers of
religion, and that those who have not that power should reflect and
devise means to defend their religion. It being written in the Shasters,
- that it is better to die for one’s religion than to adop anothpr. This is
the saying of God. '

“It is manifest to all that these English are the enemies of all
religions; and it should be well considered, that for a long time they
have caused the preparation and distribution, by their priests, of
books for the overthrow of religion in Hindoostan, and have intro-
duced many presons for that purpose. This has been clearlyl ascer-
tained from their own people. See, then, what measures they have
devised for the overthrow of religion. ;

“1st. That women becoming widows shall be allowed to marry
again. 2nd. They have abolished the ancient and sacred rite of Suttee.
3rd. They have proclainmed that all men shall adopt their religion,
going to their churches to join in prayer, for which they are promised
honours and dignities from the British government. They have fur-
ther forbidden that no adopted children shall succeed to the titles of
the rajahs of the land; while in our Shasters it is so written, that ten
kinds of successors are allowed. In this manner will they eventually
deprive you of all your possessions, as they ha-ve done those of
Nagpoor and Oude. To destroy the religion of prisoners even, they
have caused them to be fed with food prepared after their own fash-

jon. Many have died rather than eat of this food; but many have
eaten, and thus lost their religion. - ;

“Having discovered that this did not succeed, t.he English
caused bones to be ground and mixed with the flour al_ld with flesh, to
be secretly mixed with the rice sold in the bazaars, besides many other

devices for destroying religion. These, they were told by a Bengalee,
would certainly succeed with their army; and, after tl!at, i:l“ men yvould
believe. The English rejoiced greatly at this, not seeing in it .thelr own
destruction. They then ordered the Brahmin sepoys of their army to
bite cartridges prepared with animal grease. This would have only
hurt the religion of the Brahmins; but the Mussu_lman sepoys, hear-
ing of it, refused to use such cartridges. The English then prepared to
force all men to use them, and the men of the regiments who refused
were blown away from guns. : N
“Seeing this tyranny and oppression, the sepoys, in de-

fence of their lives and religion, commenced to slay the English, and

killed them wherever they could find them. They are even now con-
templating the extermination of the few who remain. From all th_u,_lt
must be known to you, that if the English are all,owed'tq remain in
Hindoostan, they will kill every one, destroying all regligions. How-

ever, certain people of this country are fighting on the side of the
English, and assisting them. I ask of these-- how can you preserve
your religion? Is it not better that you should slay the English and be
with us, by which our religions and this country will be saved? For
the protection of the religions of Hindoos and Mussulmans, this is
printed. Let the Hindoos swear on the Ganges, and on Toolsie Saligram,
and the Mohammedans on the holy Koran, that all shall unite and
destroy the English, who are the ememies of their religion.

“As itis of importance to the Hindoo religion, that the slaugh-
ter of cows should not be permitted, all the Mohammedan princes of
India have made a solemn promise, that if the Hindoos will join with
them in the destruction of the English, the slaying of cows shall at
once be stopped, and the eacting of the flesh of the cow shall, to
Mohammedans, be forbidden as that of the pig. If, however, the
Hindoos do not assist in destroying the English, they shall them-
selves be made to eat the flesh of cow. It may be, perhaps, that the
English, in order to prevail on the Hindoos to assist them, will make a
similar promise to the foregoing, regarding the slaughter of cows; but
no wise man will believe them; for it is known that their promises are
full of deceit, and made only to suit their own purposes. They are
lying and deceitful, and have always imposed on the people of
Hindoostan. We shall never again have such an opportunity as this.
Think well on it, and remember that a letter is half as good as a visit. I
am hopeful that, having agreed to all above written, you will reply. --
Printed for the information of the Pundits and Mussulmans, at the
press of the Moulvie Kootub Shah, at Bareilly.”

When the above document had been read, the judge-advo-
cate informed the court, that with the exception of the evidence of
two more witnesses, Mrs. Lesson and Rissaldar Everett, of the 14th
irregular cavalry, the case for the prosecution was closed; the presi-
dent, therefore, requested the prisoner to prepare his defence, and
inquired how long it would take to do so. A week was asked for the
purpose; but a member of the court thought this too long a time, as
more than a week had already been allowed him -- if he had only taken
advantage of it -- during the recent adjournment. It was finally ar-
ranged that the court should meet on Saturday, the 27th, for the pur-
pose of receiving the evidence of the above-mentioned witnesses,
who were expected in Delhi by that date; and that the prisoner’s
vakeel should then inform the court the precise day on which he
would be prepared with the defence. The court accordingly adjourned
until Saturday, the 27th of February.

On the eighteenth day (Feb.27th), the court resumed its sit-
ting. The prisoner was brought into court as usual, supported on
either side by a servant, and was understood to be suffering from
indisposition. The proceedings commenced by John Everett, rissaldar
of the (late) 14th irrcgular cavalry, being called into court, sworn, and
examined. The witness (a Christian) deposed to the outbreak on the
11th of May in Delhi. He was in the city at the time, and had been for
some twelve or fifteen days previous. As soon as the firing in the



direction of the magazine commenced, he, fearing for hi_s own s_afety,
betook himself to the premises of the late Colonel Slgnner, his old
employer, and remained there all the night of the 11th with Mr. George
Skinner (son of the late Mr. Joseph Skinner). The next day, having
considerable doubts of their safety, they went to the house of Mirza
- Azeem Beg, and claimed his protection. (The Mirza was an old sol_dlcr
who had served under Colonel Skinner). Mirza Azeem Beg promised
them protection, and gave them as much as lay in his power; but
fearing that the fact of his having sheltered them wopld become kpown,
he applied to the palace for a guard to protect ‘hlS house. Thls was
refused: and soon after a party of rebels came, seized Mr. Skinner and
witness, and took them in the direction of the Khotwallee. A party o'f
the troopers (3rd cavalry) coming up, asked what was the use of
taking the prisoners to the Khotwallee, and why they should not t?e
at once murdered? Saying this, they seized Mr.Skinner by the hair,
dragged him to the aqueduct running up tl:ne centre of the Chandn.ee
Chouk, and placing him with his back against t.hc masonry, shot him
to death with their pistols. The witness, fearing that his own fat'e
would soon be deéided in a similar way, remained gulet, and, to his
great relief, saw the murderers ride off in the direction pf the palace.
He was then taken to the Khotwallee, where he remained a closed
prisoner, with between twenty and thirty others‘.‘for some twenty-five
days, when he was released, with his fellow-sufferers, in consequence
of one Moulvie Ismael having interfered on their behalf, and stated
that most of them were Mohammedans; and thqsc that were not, were
willing to become such. From this time the witness remained in the
city, harboured and protected by one Majood, an African, fo_rme{ly in
the service of Colonel Skinner, and, at the time of the mutiny, in the
service of the king; and when the British troops entered Delhi, he was
able to seek their protection. . A
In reply to the judge-advocate, the witness statgd that, on
the 9th of May, 1857, two days before the outbreak at Delhi, about 11
AM, the African above referred to met him, ar_ld_ cndeayoured to
persuade him to leave the government service, giving as his reason
for so doing, that the Persians were coming to De!hl, and would soon
murder all Christians, and overrun the city. The witness asked hov_v he
knew this: and Majood replied, taht Seedee Kumber, ar}other Afnqan
(mentioned in former evidence), had been sent by t_he king of Delhi to
Constantinople, for the purpose of obtaining assistance to extermi-
nate the English, and that the messenger w';nt with others supposed
to be on a pilgrimage to Mecca, but in reqhty for the purpose above
mentioned. The witness replied to a question put by the judge-advo-
cate, that he had heard the men of his regiment converse among

themselves about the chupatties which were circulated, but they did"

not appear to understand why they were distributed. Af_ter the first
fight (at the Hindun, or Ghazee-oo-deen-‘nuggur), the prisoner gave
out that he thought his troops (the mutineers) were ghsheart_ened,
and reminded them that if the British once more set f(_)ot in Delhi, tl33y
would not leave one of the house of Timur alive. With the exception
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of what the witness had stated to the court, he does not remember
anything occurring in the regiment indicative of a spirit of disaffec-
tion. The witness was then allowed to withdraw, and his statement
was ready by the interpreter, for the benefit of the prisoner and his
counsel. Some documentary evidence was then produced, and the
court adjourned till Wednesday, the 3rd of March, to allow the inter-
preter time to translate other documents necessary to the proceed-
ings.

The following is the translation of a proclamation issued by
the king of Delhi, on the 26th of August, 1857, and produced during -
the trial:-

“Seal of Bahadur Shah Badsham Ghazee, Mahammad Dara
Bukht, Wali Niamut Khalaf, Mirza Karim Ul Sujah Bahadur.- 1t is
well known to all, that in this age the people of Hindoostan, both
Hindoos and Mohammedans, are being ruined under the tyranny and
oppression of the infiedl and treacherous English. It is, therefore, the
bounden duty of all the wealthy people of India, especially of those
who have any sort of connection with any of the Mohammedan royal
families, and are considered the pastors and masters of their people,
to stake their live and property for the well-being of the public. With
the view of effecting this general good, several princes belonging to
the royal family of Delhi, have dispersed themselves in the different
parts of India, Iran, Turan, and Afghanistan, and have been long
since taking measures to compas their favourite end; and it is to
accomplish this charitable object, that one of the aforesaid princes

"has, at the head of an army of Afghanistan; &c., made his appearance

in India; and I, who am the grandson of Abel Muzuffer Sarajuddin
Bahadur Shah Ghazee, king of India, having in the course of circuit
come here, to extirpate the infidels residing in the eastern part of
country, and to liberate and protect the poor helpless people now
groaning under their iron rule, have, by the aid of the Majahdeen or
religious fanatics, erected the standard of Mohammed, and persuaded
the orthodox Hindoos, who had been subject to my ancesotrs, and
have been, and are still, accessories in the destruction of the English,
to raisc the standard of Mahavir.

“Severatof the Hindoo and Mussulman chiefs, who have
long since quitted their homes for the preservation of their religion,
and have been trying their best to root out the English in India, have
presented themselves to me, and taken part in the reiguing Indian
crusade; and it is more than probable that I shall very shortly receive
succours from the west. Therefore, for the information of the public,
the present Ishtahar, consisting of several sections, is put in circula-
tion; and it is the imperative duty of all to take it into their careful
consideration, and abide by it. Parties anxious to participate in the
common cause, but having no means to provide for themselves, shall
receive their daily subsistence from me; and be it known to all, that
the ancient works, both of the Hindoos and Mohammedans, the writ-
ings of the miracle-workers, and the calculations of the astrologers,



pundits, and rammals, all agree in asserting that the Engl_isp will no
longer have any footing in India or elsewhere. Therefore it is incum-
bent on all to give up the hope of the continuation of the British sway,
side with me, and deserve the consideration of the Badshahi or impe-
rial government, by their individual exertion in promotion the com-
mon good, and thus attain their respective ends; otherwxsc: if this
golden opportunity slips away, they will have to repent of their folly:
as is very aptly said by a poet in two fine couplets, the drift whereof
is - ‘Never let a favourable opportunity slip; for, in the field of oppor-
tunity, you are to meet with the ball of fortune; but if you do not avail

yourself of the opportunity that fooers itself, you will have to bite -

your finger through grief.’ : .

“No person, at the misrepresentation of the well-wishers of
the British government, ought to conclude, from the present slight
inconveniences usually attendant on revolutions, that similar incon-
veniences and troubles should continue when the Badshahi govern-
ment is established on a firm basis; and parties badly dealt'with by
any sepoy or plunderer, should come up and represent their griev-
ances to me, and receive redress at my hands; and for whqtcvcr
property they may l6se in the reigning disorder, they_ will be
recmompensed from the public treasury when the Badshahi govern-
ment is well fixed. . Y

“Secton 1. - Regarding Zemindars. - 1t is evident, that the
British govemmént, in making zemindary settlements, have in?poscd
exorbitant jummas, and have disgraced and ryined several zemindars,
by putting up their estates to public auction for arrears of rent,
insomuch that, on the institution of a suit by a common ryot, a maid-
servant, or a slave, the repectable zemindars are summoned in court,
arrested, put in gaol, and disgraced. In litigations regarding
zemindaries, the immense value of stamps and othqr unnecessary
expenses of the civil courts, which are pregnant with all sorts of
crooked dealings, and the practice of allowing a case to hang on for

years, are all calculated to impoverish the litigants. Besnds:s .thlS, the
coffers of the zemindars are anually taxed with subscriptions for
schools, hospitals, roads, &c. Such extortions will have no manner of
existence in the Badshahi government; but, on the cogntrary, the
jummas will be light, the dignity and honour gf the zemlpdars safe,
and every zemindar will have absolute rule in his own zemindary. The
zwmindary disputes will be summarily decided accorc_lmg to the
Shurrah and the Shasters, without any expense; and zemindars who
will assist in the present war with their men and money, §hall be
excused for ever from paying half the revenue. Zemindars aiding only
with money, shall be exempted in perpetuity from paying one-f-omth
of the revenue; and should any zemindar who has been unju§t!y
deprived of his lands during the English government, personally join
the war, he will be restored to his zemindary, and excused one-fourth
revenue. J
SR “Section 2. -Regarding Merchants. It is plain that the infi-
del and treacherous British govenment have monopolised the trade

——
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of all the fine and valuable merchandise, such as indigo, cloth, and
other articles of shipping, leaving only the trade of trifles to the people;
and, even in this, they are not without their share of the profits, which
they secure by means of customs and stamp fees, &c., in money
suits, so that the people have merely a trade in name. Besides this, the
profits of the traders are taxed with postages, tolls, and subscriptions
for school, &c. Notwithstanding all these concessions, the merchants
are liable to imprisonment and disgrace at the instance or complaint
of a worthless man. When the Badshahi government is established,
all these aforesaid fraudulent practices shall be dispensed with, and
the trade of every article, without exception, both by land and water,
shall be opened to the native merchants of India, who will have the
benefit of the government steam vessels and steam carriages for the
conveyance of their merchandise gratis; and merchants having no
capital of their own, shall be assisted from the pulblic treasury. It is
therefore the duty of every merchant to take part in the war, and aid
the Badshahi government with his men and money, either secretly or
openly, as may be consistent with his positon or interest, and for-
swear his allegiance to the British government.

“Section 3, Regarding Public Servants. - It is not a secret
thing that, under the British government, natives employed in the
civil and military services have little respect, low pay, and no manner
of influence, and all the posts of dignity and emolument in both the,
departments are exclusively bestowed on Englishmen: for natives in
the military service, after having devoted the greater part of their
lives, attain to the post of subhdar (the very height of their hopes),
with a salary of sixty or seventy rupees per mensem; and those in the
civil service obtain the poset of Sudder Ala, with a salary of 500
rupees a-month, but no influence, jahgeer, or present. But under the
Badshahi government, like the posts of colonel, general, and com-
mander-in-chief, which the English enjoy at present, the correspond-
ing posts of pansadi, punj-hazari, haft-hazari, and sippah-salari, will
be given to the natives in the military service; and, like the posts of
collector, magistrate, judge, sudder judge, secretray, and governor,
which the European civil servants now hold, the corresponding posts
of wezeer, quasi, safir, suba, nizam, and dewan, &c., with salaries of
lacs of rupees, will be given to the natives of the civil service, to-
gether with jagheers, kheluts, mams, and influence. Natives, whether
Hindoos or Mohammedans, who will fall fighting against the English,
are sureto go to heaven; and those killed fighting for the English, will
undoubtedly go to hell, Therefore all the natives in the British service
ought to be alive to their religion and interest, and, abjuring their
loyalty to the English, side with the Badshahi government, and ob-
tain salaries of 2,00 or 3,000 rupees per month for the present, and be
entitled to high posts in future. If they, for any reasons, cannot at
present declare openly against the English, they.can heartily wish ill
to their cause, and remain passive spectators of the passing events,
without taking any active share therein. But, at the same time, they
should indirectly assist the Badshahi government. $nd try their best




to drive the English out of the country. All the sepoys and sowars
who have, for the sake of their religion, joined in the destruction of
the English, and are at present, on any consideration, in a state of
concealment either at home or elsewhere, should present themselves
to me without the least delayorhesitation Foot soldiers will be paid at.
the rate of three annas, and sowars at eight or twelve annas per diem
for the present, and afterwards they will be paid double of what they
get in the British service. Soldiers not in the English service, and
taking part in the war against the English, will receive their daily
subsistence money, according to the rates specified below, for the
present; and, in future, the foot soldiers will be paid at the rate of
eight or ten rupees, and sowars at the rate of twenty or thirty rupees
per month; and on the permanent establishment of the Badshahi gov-
ernment, will stand entitled to the highest posts in the state, to
jagheers, and presents: - “Matchlockmen, per day, two annas; rifle-

men, two-and-a-half; sowordsmen, one-and-a-half; horse-men, with

large horses, eight; hoursemen, with small horses, six-annas a-day.
“Section 4.- Regarding Artisans. - It is evident that the Eu-
ropeans, by the introduction of the English articles into India, have
thrown the weavers, the cotton dressers, the carpenters, the black-
smiths, and the shoemakers, &c., out of employ, and have engrossed
their occupations, so that every description of native artisans has
been reduced to beggary. But under the Badshahi government, the
native artisans will exclusively be employed in the services of the
kings, the rajahs, and the rich; and/this will no doubt ensure their,
prosperity. Therefore those artisans ought to renounce the English
services, and assist the Majahdeens or religious fanatics engaged in
the war, and thus be entitled both to secular and eternal happiness.
“Section 5.-Regarding Pundits, Fakirs, and other Learned
Persons. - The pundits and fakirs, being the guardians of the Hindoo
and Mohammedan religions respectively, and the Europeans being
the enemies of both the religions, and, as at present a war is raging
against the English on account of religion, the pundits and fakirs are
bound to present themselves to me, and take their share in the holy
war; othervise they will stand condemned, according to the tenor of
the Shurrah and the Shaster; but if they come, they will, when the
Badshahi government is well established, recieve rent-free lands.
“Lastly, be it known to all, that whoever, out of the above-
named classes, shall, after the circulation of this Ishtahar, still cling to
the British government, all his estates shall be confiscated and prop-
erty plundered, and he himself, with bis whole family, shall be impris-

oned, and ultimately put to death. Interior of the Azimghur district.

The 16th Mohurrum 1275 Hirji, cofresponding with Bhadobady Tij
1265 Fusly.”

On the 3rd of March, the court assembled for the ninetébmh
time, for further evidence, and again adjourned until the 9th of that
month; when the vakeel of the prisoner declared, in the name of his
royal ‘master, that he did not recognise the authority of the tribunal
before whighi = had been brought, and therefore declined to make

———

answer to any charges brought against him. Th i
then summed up the whole of the gvidence adduc(iag".l ll)))l'lsvgirggifl\;mr
proved, that, in defiance of existing treaties, the ;)risoner had aaS
sumed_ t_he powers of independent sovereignty, and levied war a ains;
the Bn.tlsh government; and, moreover, that the murders of the %ur(i
peans in Delbi were perpetrated with the sanction, if not by the posi-
tn:e og‘de.rs.of the king, in the presence of his sons the princesp d
other lr.|d1v1duals connected with the royal houses, and by the in’s:'nu
mentality of the Khassburdars of his own specia;l bodyguard Th-
court, afte;r a short deliberation, adjudged the prisoner, Mirza ,;kboe
Zuffur, alias Mahomed Suraj-0o0-deen Shah Ghazee glsxilty of all th:
charges alleged against him; whereby he became liat;le to the penalty
of deat'h, asa traitor and murderer: but, in consequence of thc]eJ assutr}-,
ance given to him by Captain Hodson, previous to his capitulation on
the 21§t (_)f September, 1857, the court, by virtue of the authori
vested in it by Act XIV., of 1857, sentenced him to be transported f(t)}rl
il:li ;?ed th; A}xlldaman Islands, or to such other place as should be
sejes y the governorgeneral in council for his place of banish-
A very considerable delay occurred in i
of the court jnto effect; and in ch menatime, t;ii:rrg):l-ll%ixtlhge i:?tf l:l‘;e
females of his family and some native attendants, remaine;h'n clos:
cqnfmcmcnt within the precinets of the palace; in which seclusion h
n)ught, probably, owning to his advanced age, have been permitted te
!u}ge{ out the very few remaining years of his existence, but for thO
mj'udxcmus ml'crfcrencc ofindividuals, who availed them;elves of h'e
mnsel:able posxl@on to create political capital, for the purpose of i .
pugning the policy of the government at Calcutta, among these busm :
bo_dles was a late member of the English parliament; who, while itin .
ating through India, stumbled upon Delhi, and, asa'l mat;er of cou i
among the other lions of the place, was permitted to visit the ex-kl;se’
in his state of c_iurance; and of which visit he subsequently gave t?g
following detail at a public meeting held at St.James’s Hall Eondm:c
;)\n Ithe 1 lth of May, 1858. Upon this occasion, the ex:M P, fo;
ylesbury, in the course of a very animated speech on the Ind
revolt, cipresscd himself, in reference to the late king, in the followillzl1 ;
terms: - “Many persons regaret that the king of Delhi has not fallen h%
Just pumshmept for his offences. I saw the king of Delhi; and I will
leav'e the meeting to judge, when it has heard me, whether ,or noth i
pl.!mshed. I saw that broken-down-old man, rio’t in a room, but i
mlserab.le hole of his palace, lying on a bedstead, with m’)thi 5
cover him but a miserable tattered coverlet! As I l;eheld him lslg o
remembraqcc_ of his former greaness seemed to arise in his mi, do?;‘f
rose vglth dlfflqlnlty from his couch; showed me his arms whiclr: w 3 :
eateninto by disease and by flies, and partly from want (;f water; acx:g
h; said in a l.alpentable voice, that he had not enoughtoeat!I wil,l not
give a;J)y opinion as to whether the manner in which we are treati .
hlm_ is worthy of a great nation; but is this a way in which I;%
Christians, we ought to treata king? I saw his women, too, all hudd’ led .



up in a corner with their children; and [ was told that all that was
allowed for their support was 16s. a-day. Is not that punishment enough
for one that has occupied a throne?”

This statement excited, as it was intended to do, a large
amount of sympathy among those to whom it was addressed, and, for
some time, opinion ran strongly against the alleged treatment to which
the royal octogenarian captive was subjected; but at length the echo
of the speech at St. James’s Hall became audible even in the palace at
Delhi, whence it promptly evoked a distinct and positive refutation
from the individual to whose medical supervision the health of the
prisoner and his family had been entrusted by the resident authori-
ties. This gentleman, writing from Delhi on the 25th of June, 1858,
quoted the allegations of the ex-member, and proceeded thus: - “I
hope that the report of this speech is incorrect; for the words as they
stand are likely to mislead. For a man ofhis years, the ex-king of Delhi
is particularly active and intelligent; and I have seldom seen so olda
man in England with equal mental and bodily energy. He resides, not
in a hole, but in (for a native) a larger room, square, with windows

looking inwards and outwards. This room is divided about equally by
curtains from one side to the other, separating the females from the
males. On either side, teh centre room opens on to a square court-one
reserved for the females of the family, and containing one or two small
buildings (or godowns), used for sleeping; the other, or entrance
court, provided with temporary dwellings for the male attendants, of
whom there are several, besides eunuchs and women for the service
of the concealed ones. The whole suite of buildings is elevated some
twelve or fourteen feet; and, on the ex-king’s side, overlook a garden,
in the centre of which reside the officers in charge of the prisoners.
“At the season of the year Mr. Layard visited Delhi, no
covering further than a sheet is, as far as my experience goes, ever
used by the natives of Central India; and the old man has no defi-
ciency either of clothes, pillows, or cushions. There is no limit what-
ever but the individual’s own desire, to the amount of water used for
bathing or other purposes. At one time the ex-king was suffering from
a disease not uncommon in India, but rarely mentioned in polite En-
glish ears; the skin was abraded slightly in one or two smmall patches
about the fingers, arms, &c., from scratching only. Although he has
been months under my care, he has not once complained of a defi-
ciency of food, though, as has been his custom for thiry-five years,
he usually vomits after every male. I have, on more than one occa-
sion, seen him superintending the preparation of sherbet by his own

attendants.
“The ordinary pay of an inferior workman at Delhi is seven

rupees per month- that is a sufficiency to feed and clothe man, wife, .

and childre. Very few adults consume more than three penny-worth
of the common food in twenty-four hours, and that amount covers
the charge for flour, rice, dhal, sugar, curry, ingredients, vegetables,
butter, and firewood for cooking. I speak advisedly, as the accounts
for the lunatic asylums pass through my hands ; and in that institu-
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tion, the dn_’,tary for patients of different social conditions is without

st;r;t—speakmg of necessaries, of course. Paupers have an allowance

gEoisttgf:lgne penny a day for adults. THE OFFiCIATING CIVIL SUR-
After this official explanation, the personal gri

the ex-king_ceascd to be a stock subject fr(l))m wheLELITZaSE ese(;tP

charges against the authorities, either at Delhi on Calcutta, %

! For a_considerable time, the destination of the ex-king re-
ma!ned undecided. By the sentence of the military commission b
which he was tried, teh Andaman Isles were indicated as the pena);
settlement to which he was to be transported, subject to the approval
of the governor-general in council; but, as these islands had been
ghoseq fpr the deportation of the rebellious sepoys and others taken
in arms, it was probably not judged advisable to place the ex-king in
close proximity to them; and some other, and more distant locality
hnfi_to be chosen for his residence. At length, it would so’eem that
British Kaffraria was selected for the purpose, subject of course, to
the approval of the free settlers in that colony; as, 011 the lOth’ of
Marqh, 12_358. Sir George Grey, the governor of the Cape and its depen-
dencies, in an address to the local parliament, asid “A corres pon-
fience will be laid before you, detailing the reasons for whichpit is
mtendgd to detain the king of Delhi in confinement in British Kaffraria
::?n::::.gnd, fr(:n ;hose papers, that this is an isolated case, and thai

ion exists of transporti i i majesty’
SOl At 1 !;‘)::tmg prisoners from India to her majesty’s
In October, 1858, it was notified that the su
ment had deten'n'ined upon the removal of the ;:x—kingp ;:::: %2;’;;‘::
Calcutta; upon his arrival at which place, his final destination was to
be declarefi and accordingly, on the 7th of the month, the aged pris-
oner and his family commenced the journey, of which ;he tenm'm?tion
was yet to therp a mystery. The removal of the unfortunated grou
was thl{S desqnbed in the Delhi Gazette of October 13th: “The exp
king, his family, and attendants, were brought from thei'r place o;'
coqﬁnement atan carly hour on Thursday; and, after being placed in
thelr. several conveyances, were drawn up in line on the piece of road
leading from the Lahore gate of the palace to the Grand Trunk road
where the former guard, of the 2nd Bengal fusiliers, made them ov. :
Po a troop of H.M.’s 9th lancers, told-off for the dut’y This was d %
in the presence of Mr. C.B. Saunders, commissioner 01: Delhi Lieut0 iy
ant Ommanney, the officer in charge of state prisoners z;nd sof:-
other officers who were present. A squadron or two of ’the lancerz
the‘n.trottcd off as an advance guard, and the cortege commenced
mé_vnryg. The first palanquin carriage contained the deposed monarch
anﬁ his two sons, J;wan Bukht and Shah Abbas (the latter a youth
theson of a concubine), teh carriage bein g surrounded by lanc)tl:rs (o] ’
all sﬁdes. Next followed a close carriage, containing the begum, Zeenar:
Mahal, yvnth whom were Jewan Bukht’s wife. her mother and sister
and an mfapt. The mother and sister of Jewan Bukht’s wife were
allowed their choice of either going or remaining at Delhi. They p?ee
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ferred the former. The third carriage contained the Taj Mahal begum,
another of the ex-king’s wedded wives, and her female attendants.
Next followed five magazine store carts, with tilted tops, drawn by
bullocks. These contained the male and female attendants, four in
each cart, a party of lancers accompanying each. In this order the
cavalcade progressed very well, until more than half the distance
across the bridge of boats had been accomplished; when, all of a
sudden, one of the bullocks in a magazine cart, probably discovering
the nature of the load he was assisting across the Jumna, and finding
it ‘infra dig’ to do so, displayed his sagacity by a violent attempt to
deposit his worthless burden in the river. As the companion bullock’s
understanding was not of the same calibre, he pulled in the opposite
direction, and only one wheel of the cart, along with the refractory
bullock, descended into the boat, a lamp-post luckily placed prevent-
ing a cmomplete capsize. This little event delayed the line some twenty
minutes or half-an-hour; when, the cart and bullock having been re-
placed, the cavalcade recommenced its move on wards, and reached
the encamping-ground at Ghazee-oo-deen-nuggur, without further
accident or dglay of any kind. The band of the 2nd fusiliers played the
lancers out of Delhi, and by half-past 3 A.M. they were clear of the
city. In camp, the principal prisoner and his two sons occupy a hill
tent. A soldier’s tent, with kunnant enclosure, is provided for the
ladies of the zenana, and two others for the servants; the whole sur-
rounded by a high kunnant enclosure. The prisoners are, securely
guarded by dismounted lancers, armed with swords and pistols, both
inside and outside the enclosure; while pickets from the police bat-
talion are thrown out beyond. The horses of the lancers- a whole
troop, actually on duty over the state prisoners - are kept ready
saddled; and the enclosed camp is very judiciously pitched between
the lancers and Kaye’s troop of horse artillery. Lieutenant Ommanney’s
tent is pitched just outside the enclosure. By all accounts the prison-
ers are cheerful; and the females may be heard taking and laughing
behind their screens, as if they did not much regret their departure
form Delhi.” i
On the 14th of October, the escort had reached Allyghur
with its charge in safety; on the 16th, it arrived at Secundra Rao; and,
on the 2nd of November, it entered Cawnpoor, without any effort
whatever, on the part of the rebels yet in arms, to disturb the progress
of the march, which, after a short halt, was continued to Allahabad,
where the ex-king, with his family and attendants, were transferred to
a river flat, for conveyance to Calcutta.

Upon the arrival of the flat at Diamond Harbour, Calcutta, on
the 4th of December, her majesty’s steam-ship Megara, which had
recently arrived from the Cape with troops, was found in readiness t¢
receive the royal prisoner, for the pupose of conveying him to his
tinal destination. The whole of the party who had accompanied the
fallen majesty of Delhi wre now embarked with him, to share his exile,
and, by their sympathy, alleviate his punishment; but little feeling
was manifested by any of them at the terrible calamity ahtat had fallen

o

upon their house. With true Moslem submission to the fate ordained
for them, they even appeared cheerful; and, in the words of an officer
of the escort, “were in as good spirits as if they were going on a
pleasure excursion.” Their actual destination still remained a state
secret; but it was believed the governor of the Cape would be charged
with the custody of the aged prisoner. The embarkation was con-
ductc.:d without the slightest display of feeling or demonstration of
public cur'iosity: and thus the descendant of the victorious and mag-
ngﬁce_nt Timur, was expatriated from the soil on which the throne of
his mighty ancestors had stood, until torrents of English blood, wan-
tonly poured out by their degenerated descendant, washed it fr’om its
foundations. A letter from Calcutta, ot the 4th of December, gives the
follo_wing detail of incidents connected with the final remc;val of the
ex-king: -"On the 4th of December, at ten in the morning, the ex-king
of Delhi, conveyed in the Soorma flat, in tow of the Koyle steamer,
was taken on board her majesty’s good ship of war, the Megera’
whn?h, for a vessel of the royal navy, presented a curious spectacle a't
the time, crowded as her main deck was with household furniture, live
and lifeless stf)ck in the shape of cattle, goats, rabbits, poultry ’rice
peas, chattus innumerable, &¢., &c., brought by the royal pri’sone;
ang his attendants, for their consumption and comfort. The flat was
lugged alongside the gangway of the ship, so that the Delhi gentle-
man could step on board. Lieutenant Ommanney, of the 59th, who
has had charge of him ever since he was taken, conducted him tt,)‘this
probab.ly t!le last, conveyance that will ever again serve him in his:
peregrinations. He had two wives with him, so impenetrably veiled
fhat .they were led below by guides. He looked utterly broken up, and
in his .dotage; but not type of Eastern face and manner-somet,hing
king-like about his deeply furrowed countenance, and lots of robes
and Cashmeres. He was quite self-possessed, and was heard to ask
some of the officers what their respective positions were on board
&c. A son and a grandson are with him: thier feet, was to ask fo;
cheroots-took things easily, in short. The ex-king, meanwhile, went
beloyv, and was said to have stretched himself forthwith upon a ’couch
of .plllc_)ws and cushions, which his folk had arranged for him in a
twinkling. '!'hc whole operation of transferring him and his from the
ﬂz::l wa::,i (zuug(lly clffected};‘ and then the guard of the 84 th regiment
returned to Calculate, while the Me :
Hooghly for its destination.” e g
The next intelligence thatreached the English public, in ref-
erence to the royal prisoner, was an announcement from B;mbay
dated the 11th of January, 1859, which stated- “The ex-king of Delhi
has been sent to Rangoon, in British Burmah, instead of the Cape of
Qooq Hope, the colonists of South Africa having refused to receive
him. I‘gls majesty arrived at Rangoon on the 9th of December, and was
to be sent inland to Tonghoo, a station on the Setang river, 120 miles
north of Pegu, and 300 miles from Rangoon, in the vici’nity of the
!(arer? territory-a locality declared to be the most desolate and forlorn
in British Burmah.” Shortly after this announcement, the Calcutta




Englishman stated that the ex-king had sent in a petition to the gov-
ernment, to be forwarded to the home authorities, in which his piti-
ablé condition and failing health was represented as a ground for the
reconsideration of his case,and for his restoration to liberty, if not to
hsi former state- a request not very likely to be acceded to.

: In closing this melancholy detail of the career of a descen-
dant of the Mogul conquerors, it will not be out of place to advert to
the following singular occurrence, which took place at Cawnpoor,
shortly after the deportation of the unfortunate Suraj-oo-deen. Two
of the princes of the royal house of Delhi had, it seemed, been living
at Cawnpoor from the earliest period of the mutinous outbreak, in
strict privacy, under the disguise of fakirs, subsisting upon the alms
of the charitable, without exciting any suspicion as to their lineage.
‘Upon the publication of the amnesty, the two shahzadahs emerged
from their concealment, and declared their rank and identity to the
government representative at Cawnpoor, at the same time claiming
the benefit of the amnesty. This functionary was surprised at the
appearance of two princes of whose existence he had not the slight-
est suspicion, and he immediately referred to the governor-gneréal in
council for instructions. As it was clearly shown that neither of these
individuals had taken any part in the disturbances, and had in no
manner forfeited their right to the provision they had therefore en-
joyed from the annual revenue allowed to the king, Lord Canning at
once acceded to their application, guaranteed their safety, and granted
a suitable pension to each; thus showing, even in its last transaction
with the family of the justly deposedking, that British justice was still
accessible to the appeal of misfortune, where guilt'was notactually
established.

Lo S

.

—————




I
ﬂ%ﬂ?crlsneep m

cocmﬁzﬁpze&cﬂﬁ a?qé

%%W%@lem
(ICepIcE §P°e<§] ﬁp
L.

P



